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Children’s  books  and  media:  What’s  good?  What’s  not? 


RIDGECREST,  N.C.  —  Emily  Schmitt  of  Eastwood  Church  in  Bowlin 
ten.  Kv..  writes  a  letter  of  thanks  to  God  as  oart  of  Adventure  Wee 


Green,  Ky..  writes  a  letter  of  thanks  to  God  as  part  of  Adventure  Week 
(1994)  activities  in  the  study  area  at  Ridgecrest  Conference  Center's  day 
camp.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


JEFFERSON  CITY,  Mo.  (BP) 

—  Christian  and  secular  book¬ 
stores,  along  with  church,  school, 
and  public  libraries,  offer  children 
today  an  unprecedented  variety  of 
books,  videos,  and  other  media. 
Some  are  desirable,  some  aren’t 

—  and  determining  which  is 
which  takes  more  than  just  a 
glance  at  the  cover. 

Baptist  librarians  and  educators 
emphasize  the  importaiKe  of  eval¬ 
uating  each  book  on  its  individual 
merit  rather  than  making  blanket 
judgments  ba.sed  on  genre  (catego¬ 
ry).  topic,  author,  publisher,  or 
where  the  book  is  distributed. 

Jacquiyn  Anderson,  media 
library  director  at  First  Church, 
Na.shville,  pointed  out  just  because 
a  book  is  sold  in  a  Christian  book¬ 
store  doesn’t  guarantee  its  quality 
or  its  suitability  for  a  church  or 
Christian  home  library. 

Evaluation  of  children’s  litera¬ 
ture  —  religious  or  secular  — 
calls  for  paying  attention  to  illus¬ 
trations,  as  well  as  text. 

Anderson,  author  of  the  forth¬ 
coming  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  Convention  Press  book 
Selecting  Media,  said  one  of  the 
first  illustrations  she  looks  at  in 
Bible  story  books  is  the  baptism  of 
Jesus  —  “to  see  whether  John  is 
doing  It  with  a  shell.’’ 

Barbara  Freese,  lead  consultant 
with  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board’s  church  media  library  pro¬ 
gram,  added  a  word  of  caution 
about  grotesque  ait.  She  explained 
that  when  cli^dien  are  exposed  to 
bizarre  art  styles  it  tends  to  break 
down  sensitivities  and  make  Satan¬ 
ic  imagery  seem  “not  so  strange.’’ 

Books,  videos,  and  other 
resources  for  childien  should  use 
language  and  concepts  that  are 
appropriate  to  the  child's  develop¬ 
mental  level,  said  Barbara  Tucker. 


minister  of  education  at  First 
Church,  Greenwood,  S.C. 

“Children  think  very  literally,” 
she  explained.  To  a  young  diild,  a 
phrase  such  as  “I  stand  alone  on 
the  Word  of  God”  —  from  the 
familiar  song  “The  B-I-B-L-E”  — 
could  take  on  an  entirely  different 
meaning  from  what  was  intended. 

Mixing  realism  with  fantasy 
can  be  confusing  to  children, 
added  Eve  Keene,  director  of 
Greene  County  (Mo.)  Associa¬ 
tion’s  church  media  organization. 
For  that  reason,  she  does  not  rec¬ 
ommend  materials  like  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  video  The  Super  Book,  in 
which  two  children  travel  back 
into  biblical  times  with  a  robot. 

The  appropriateness  of  fantasy 
and  science  fiction  literature  for 
children  depends  a  lot  on  how  it  is 
handled,  said  elementary  school 
Ubrarian  Karen  Serby,  a  member 
of  First  Church,  North  Kansas 
City.  “Some  of  the  fantasy  and 
science  fiction  is  wonderful.” 

She  said  she  reads  C.S.  Lewis’s 
The  Lion,  the  Witch  and  the 
Wardrobe  to  second  graders  each 
year  “and  they  love  it,” 

Well-written,  realistic  fiction 
can  be  a  useful  teaching  tool  as 
well  as  a  source  of  entertainment, 
educators  and  librarians  said. 
Andetson  pointed  out  that  a  child 
who  needs  to  know  about  an  issue 
such  as  death,  divorce,  or  a  dis¬ 
ability  can  identify  with  a  child  in 
a  stdry  who  is  dealing  with  that 
same  issue  more  easily  than  be  can 
relate  to  information  given  about 
the  issue  by  an  adult 

Ghost,  bofrm,  and  monster  sto¬ 
ries  are  popular  with  kids,  and 
sonne  —  paiticularly  those  involv¬ 
ing  dark  witchcraft,  satanic 
themes,  and  gruesome  violence  — 
are  inappropriate,  librarians  and 
educators  said.  But  opinions  vary 


on  the  degree  to  which  reading  in 
this  genre  should  be  discouraged. 

Janet  Hill,  a  member  of  Ncnth- 
gate  (Thurch,  Kansas  Qty,  and  for¬ 
mer  minister  of  education  for  First 
Church,  Independence,  Mo.,  said 
she  does  not  see  barm  in  allowing 
children  to  read  something  like  the 
Goosebumps  series  by  R.L.  Stine, 
aimed  at  readers  in  about  second 
or  third  through  fifth  grade. ' 

Messages  about  family  and 
sexuality  also  concern  Christian 
parents,  and  portrayal  of  non-tra- 
ditional  families  in  children’s  liter¬ 
ature  is  more  common  than  it  once 
was. 

AiKlerson  noted  in  the  popular 
“Baby-Sitters  Qub”  series  by  Ann 
M.  Martin,  aimed  at  girls  about 
age  8-11,  six  of  the  eight  girls  who 
make  up  the  club  come  from 
homes  where  there  has  been  a 
divorce.  The  books  never  mention 
families  going  to  church. 

Some  books  that  are  popular 
with  junior  high  girls  deal  with 
sex-related  topics,  Anderson  cau¬ 
tioned. 

Tony  Gherry,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Campbell,  Mo., -and  a 
father  of  children  in  second  and 
third  grades,  said  he  is  concerned 
when  a  phrase  like  “Ms.  So-and-so 
and  her  female  friend”  appears  in 
a  children’s  book  and  there  is  no 
mention  of  “Ms.  So-and-so”  hav¬ 
ing  a  husband. 

Hill  and  Cherry  voiced  dissatis¬ 
faction  widi  the  way  environmen¬ 
tal  issues  are  being  bandied  in 
some  books  and  periodicals. 

Hill  said  the  idea  animals 
should  have  the  same  rights  as 
humans  conflicts  with  her  under¬ 
standing  of  what  the  Bible  teaches 
—  that  animals  were  created  for 
man’s  use  and  eiqoyment. 

Even  ifaodgh  she  has  some  con- 
cema.  Hill,  who  works  as  a  FTA 


volunteer  in  the  library  at  Briar- 
cliff  Elementary  School  in  North 
Kansas  City,  offered  a  word  of 
encouragement.  The  “solid,  good 
books  that  we’ve  been  comfort¬ 


able  with”  —  such  as  Laura 
Ingalls  Wilder's  Little  House  on 
the  Prairie,  Dr.  Seuss  books,  and 
the  Berenstain  Bears  —  are  still 
popular  with  kids,  she  affimred. 


Many  Southem  Baptists  fail  to  understand  that  late-20th 
century  America  is  a  melting  pot  of  religions  as  well  as 
nationalities,  accosding  to  Bill  Gordon,  regional  director  for 
the  Southem  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board’s  Interfaith  Wit¬ 
ness  DepartmenL  “There  are  literally  more  false  religions  and 
cult  groups  out  there  than  any  one  department  c^n  keep  track 
of,  much  less  communicate  to  Southem  Baptists,”  he  pointed 
out.  George  Braswell,  professor  of  missions  and  world  reli¬ 
gions  at  Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  agreed. 
“Christians  need  to  be  aware  of  this  growing  religious  plural¬ 
ism  and  be  equipped  to  give  their  witness,”  Braswell  said. 
Gordon  explained  that  many  Christians  are  hesitant  to  meet 
face-to-face  with  members  of  other  religions,  which  is  crucial 
to  understanding  those  religions  and  building  an  effective 
interfaith  witness.  “Can  you  imagine  the  loss  of  credibility  if 
you  had  to  admit  to  a  class  you  were  teaching  on  the  beliefs 
of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints,  that  you 
had  never  really  met  a  member  of  that  faith?” 


Bq>tists  in  Lodz,  Poland,  have  seen  a  half-century  of 
prayers  answered  with  the  return  of  their  church  property  in 
the  center  at  the  city.  First  Baptist  Church  of  Lodz  was  con¬ 
fiscated  by  the  communist  government  at  the  end  of  World 
War  n  and  used  through  the  years  as  a  military  headquarters 
and  police  station.  The  historic  buildings,  dedicated  in  1882, 
include  a  1,600- seat  sanctuary,  but  government  officials 
altered  the  buildings  so  that  the  site  no  longer  appeared  to  be 
a  church.  Konstanty  Wiasowski,  president  of  the  Baptist 
Union  of  Poland,  said  the  return  of  the  pix^rty  was  made 
possible  by  woricing  with  local  authorities  operating  under 
new  laws  passed  since  the  fall  of  communism,  even  though 
the  long-time  occupants  of  the  building  —  the  Lodz  police 
department  —  strongly  opposed  the  move  to  return  the  prop- 
eity.  The  Baptist  Union  of  Poland  is  also  waiting  for  a  nego¬ 
tiated  agreement,  which  will  facilitate  the  return  of  other 
church  properties  across  the  country,  to  be  ratified  by  the 
national  government. 


The  Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life  Commission  warns  that 
Mississippi  is  being  cited  by  several  prominent  gambling 
industry  publications  as  a  prime  target  for  legalized  gambling 
legislation  in  the  coming  year. 


Royal  Ambassador  boys  in  Mississippi  are  being  recruited 
to  participate  in  the  Torch  Run  relay  from  Memphis  to  Miami 
Beach  in  honor  of  the  30th  anniversary  of  Southem  Baptists* 
unified  Cooperative  Program. 


The  trustees  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Hospital  in  Jackson  vote 
to  name  the  new  freshman  nurses'  dormitory  for  Margaret 
McRae  Lackey,  longtime  Woman's  Missionary  Union  state 
secretary  and  avid  supporter  of  the  hoqntal. 


"VOU  \MDUC&  HAVE  FBUT  AT  HOMS 
IN  WW  SUNPAV  SCHOOU  CLASS  TOMI)' 
POP !  WS  SAT  AROUND  THS  WH0L6 

Hour,  CRiticiiiNfi  ths  pastor  |  •> 


:Guy  Henderson 


The  media  are  alive  and...! 


Have  the  gatekeepers  of  the  An  estimated  one-third  of  ca.”  If  a  new  man  and  a  new  code  cem  ^ 
media  ceased  to  guard  the  Americans  have  personal  comput-  of  personal  ethics  have  been  ^  //  / 
premises?  Have  they  thrown  in  ers  and,  with  a  telephone  modem,  spawned  from  this  shift,  is  be  bet-  j 

the  towel?  Many  people  are  turn-  can  subscribe  for  as  little  as  $10  ter  off  or  worse?  ggy  / 

ing  to  alternative  news  sources  .  per  month  and  merge  into  the  Indeed  Jesus  put  the  spotlight 
—  bouncing  off  satellites,  intro-  information  superhighway.  on  loving  God  and  “thy  neigh-'.-  JL 

ducing  hundreds  of  channels,  Suddenly  the  m^a  take  on  a  bor.-”  This  mandate  is  more  mnMiy 

adding  to  the  information  super-  new  look,  encompass  far  more  important  than  all  “burnt  offer-  * 

highway,  plus  continuing  to  read  territory,  and  the  persuasive  arm  ings”  or  any  other  thing  you  do  in  \  1 

the  newspapers.  of  civilization  grows  stronger.  An  your  religion.  \ 

It  has  been  observed  by  John  old  Near  East  proverb  declares,  Haselden  observes  correctly  I  .  - 

Fund  in  Imprimis,  newsletter  of  ‘The  ink  of  the  scholar  is  more  when  be  states  that  without  I  ^ 

Hillsdale  (Mich.)  College,  that  holy  than  the  blood  of  the  mar-  authentic  morality,  genuine  wor- 

“while  they  favor  and  agitate  for  tyrs.”  Whether  we  accept  this  or  ship  diminishes.  Where  private^  I 

regulation  of  every  other  industry,  not,  we  do  accept  the  fact  that  the  devotion  and  worship  diminish^ 

journalists  insist  that  there  is  no  responsibility  of  the  media  is  there  is  no  audientic  morality.  - 

such  thing  as  ‘reasonable  regula-  greater  than  ever.  It  is  the  mind-  Have  the  media  raised  the  - 
don’  of  tbe‘media.’’  bending  force  of  our  socie^.  white  flag  of  surrender?  Is  the 

New  information  technology  is  Kyle  Haselden,  in  his  book  electronic  kingdom  to  the  point 
revolutionizing  our  society  by  Morality  and  the  Mass  Media,  where  it  would  rather  run  a  sug- 

changing  the  platform  and  the  asks  the  question,  “Have  the  gestive  series  which  is  losing 

way  issues  are  debated.  Hve  -mil-  media  of  universal  and  instanta'  money  than  to  have  an  uplifting 

lion  satellite  dishes  ravage  our  neous  crnnmunication  helped  pro-  series  that  would  possibly  show 
landscape.  There  are  now  200  duce  for  man  a  setting  that  out-  a  profit? 

radio  talk  shows.  As  many  as  20  modes  old  codes  of  personal  Whatever  the  preference,  little  L.,-— 
million  people  listen  in  weekly  to  righteousness,  not  only  demolish-  help  can  be  expected  from  the 
Rush  Limbaugb.  The  “quiet  as  a  ing  our  inherited  ethipal  system,  mass  media  for  Christian  values,  n 

mouse’’  type  can  now  call  in  and  but  also  radically  transforming  The  church  will  fi^t  back  but  the 

be  loudly  beard.  Sometimes  these  man’s  character?’’ .  church  is  influencing  fewer  fami- 

outlets  are  nothing  more  than  a  No  less  a  theologian  than  Phil  lies  in  the  field  of  morality.  The  XHE  FRAGMEI 

pooling  of  ignorance;  then  at  Donahue  reportedly  said,  “C^leb-  only  gatekeepers  left  are  Mom 
times  vital  issues  and  information  rities  have  become  the  chief  and  Dad...  and  “if  the  gold  rust 

influence  their  listeners.  agents  of  moral  change  in  Ameri-  what  will  the  iron  do?’’ 


Reaching  our  goals 


home.  A  soldier  was  there  and  his 
goal  was  to  search  everyone  first. 
Ah...  he  found  the  awesome 
weapon  —  a  pen  knife  with  a  two 
and  one-half  inch  blade.  He 
sucked  air,  shook  his  head,  and 
confiscated  my  knife.  Mind  you, 
this  is  in  a  country  where  half  the 
men  wear  an  18-inch  bolo. 

After  a  bit  of  discussion  I  real¬ 
ized  he  had  to  reach  his  goal 
before  I  could  reach  mine.  There 
are  times  in  our  pilgrimage  where 
Christ  has  to  teach  his  goal  before 
we  can  teach  our  goal.  —  GH 


Testimony  of  a  layman... 

What  is  mission  work? 


. Quy  Hondereon 

.WiWam  H.  PwMnt  Jr. 
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Boatner  keeps  son’s  memory  alive  through  scholarship  fund 


BRANDON  —  A  year  after 
her  son’s  d^ath,  Paula  Boatner  is 
convinced  he’s  high-fiving  it  in 
heaven  every  time  she  teaches  a 
step  aerobics  class  at  Park  Place 
Chorch  in  Brandon. 

In  her  mind’s  eye,  she  sees 
Bradley  Boatner  slapping  hands 
with  the  angels  because  his  moth¬ 
er  is  involved  with  the  church  he 
so  loved. 

That  was  important  to  the 
young  man  who  had  just  commit¬ 
ted  himself  to  missionary  work 
the  night  before  he  was  killed  on 
Jan.  18,  1994,  she  said.  “He  truly 
walked  the  walk  and  talked  the 
talk.  He  was  a  witness,”  Boatner 
said. 


Brad  Boatner  was  a  17-year- 
old  senior  at  Brandon  High 
School  when  he  joined  a  group  of 
37  medical  missionaries  on  a  trip 
to  Honduras.  He  died  when  the 
flatbed  truck  be  was  riding  in 
overtumeil  od  a  collapsed  road 
between  Tela  and  La  Ceiba  on 
Honduras’  north  coast.  Boatner 
was  on  his  second  medical  mis¬ 
sion  to  Honduras  sponsored  by 
the  Pearl  River  Association 
Brotherhood  every  January. 

This  year,  “Bradley  Boatner 
Memoritd  Mission  Trip”  is  part  of 
the  mission’s  name,  said  Sheri 
Albert,  whose  husband  Mike  is  its 
medical  leader.  Mike  Albert  left 
Jan.  21  for  Honduras  for  his  ninth 


THE  SECOND  FRONT  PAGE 


By  Cathy  Hayden 

medical  mission  from  New 
Orleans,  said  his  wife. 

On  Jan.  21,  the  anniversary  of_ 
his  burial,  Boatner  was  remem-" 
bered  not  with  tears,  but  peals  of 
laughter  as  family  and  friends 
recalled  his  huge  plans  and  his 
quirky  sense  of  humor. 

His  bedroom  in  his  parents’ 
Brandon  home  is  almost  just  as 
be  left  it,  with  his  computer  still 
set  up  —  his  computer  password 
was'  “Jesus.”  His  Spanish  lan¬ 
guage  dictionary  is  on  a  book¬ 
shelf  and  baseb^l  mementos  on 
the  desk. 

Since  his  death,  the  story  of 
his  friendly  Christian  faith  and 
bis  two  trips  to  Honduras  have 
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Nobles  hospitalized  in  California 
following  arrest  by  FBI  agents 


Former  Mississippi  College 
president  Lewis  Nobles  is  in  a 
San  Francisco  hospital  recovering 
from  emergency  ulcer  surgery 
performed  Jan.  30. 

He  collapsed  Jan.  26  while 
being  arrested  by  federal  law 
enforceinent  agents  acting  on  a 
fugitive  warrant  iss^d  after  he 
failed  to  appear  earlijvthat  day  at 
a  pretrial  court  hearii^  in  Jackson. 

Pavid  W.  Johnson,  special 
agent  in  charge  of  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation  in  Missis¬ 
sippi,  said  Nobles,  69,  was  locat¬ 
ed  around  midnight  Jan.  26  at  a 
San  Francisco  hotel  where  he  bad 
registered  under  an  alias. 

“A  significant  amount  of  cash 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. '' 

was  seized  from  Nobles  at  the  , 
time  of  arrest.  Shortly  afteC 
Nobles’  arrest,  it  became  app^nt 
that  be  was  experiencing  medical 
problems,  and  he  was  immediate¬ 
ly  attended  to  by  paramedics  and 
t^en  to  a  bospit^,”  Johnson  said. 

Nobles  is  diabetic  and  has  a 
blood  pressure  condition,  but  it 
was  not  known  whether  be  took 
his  medication  with  him  when  he 
fled  his  Clinton  home. 

Nobles  remains  in  the  inteq- 
sive  care  unit  of  St.  Francis  Hos¬ 
pital  in  San  Francisco.  At  press 
time,  bis  attorneys  reported  be 
was  doing  well.  He  will  not 
appear  before  a  federal  magis¬ 
trate  in  California  untU  his  doc- 


Davld  W.  Johnson  (right),  special  agent  in  charge  of  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI)  in  Mississippi,  announced  Jan.  26  that  a 
nationwide  search  was  underway  for  Lewus  Nobles,  former  Mississippi 
College  president,  after  he  disappeared  prior  to  a  federal  court  appearance 
scheduled  earlier  in  the  day.  Nobles  was  captured  by  FBI  agents  several 
hours  later  in  a  San  Francisco  hotel  with  a  “substantial  amount  of  cash," 
Johnson  said.  Nobles,  who  suffered  an  apparent  seizure  during  his  arrest, 
is  currently  recovering  from  emergency  surgery  in  the  intensive  care  unit 
of  a  San  Francisco  hospital.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


tors  approve. 

Meanwhile,  U.S.  District  Judge 
William 
B  arbour 
of  Jack- 
son  has 
ordered 
that  a 
psychi¬ 
atric  eval¬ 
uation  of 
Nobles  be  | 

per-  Nobles 
formed  at 

a  federal .  facility  after  he  is 
released  from  the  hospital. 

Nobles  is  scheduled  for  trial 
Feb.  7  on  a  20-count  federal 
indictment  charging  him  with 
diverting  at  least  $1.7  million  in 
contributions  intended  for  the 
Baptist-affiliated  college  in  Clin¬ 
ton. 

Nobles’  medical  emergency 
and  the  psychiatric  evaluation 
have  put  the  Feb.  7  trial  date  in 
jeopardy,  but  no  decision  has  yet 
been  made  to  postpone  the  trial. 

The  indictment  against  Nobles 
includes  allegations  of  fraud, 
money  laundering,  income  tax 
evasion,  and  illegally  enticing 
women  to  cross  state  lines  for 
immoral  purposes. 

Barbour  issued  the  arrest  war¬ 
rant  in  Jackson  after  Nobles  did 
not  show  up  for  a  Jan.  26  pretrial 
bearing  involving  routine  motions 
to  suppress  evidence  prosecutors 
intended  to  use  at  his  trial. 

Noble's  bad  last  been  seen  by  a 
family  member  on  the  evening  of 
Jan.  24.  His  1992  Oldsmobile 
was  discovered  on  the  afternoon 
of  Jan.  26  at  Memphis  Interna- , 
tional  Airport. 

The  FBI  did  not  release  further 
details  of  Nobles’  apprehension.  - 


3 'red  memorials  arul  testimo- 
induding: 

•  A  Bradley  Boatner  Ministeri¬ 
al  Scholarship  Fund  tops  $12,000, 
said  Bobby  Williamson,  pastor  of 
Padt  Place  Church,  Brandon.  (For 
information  on  the  fund,  write  the 
church  at  P.O.  Box  1497,  Bran¬ 
don,  MS  39042.) 

•  An  antique  bell  sits'outside 
Brandon  High  School  in  bis 
boiK>r.  A  plaque  is  inscribed  with 
the  words  “Let  us  go  unto  perfec¬ 
tion,”  from  Hebrews  6:11.  Those 
were  the  words  on  Boatner’s  flip- 
page  calendar  the  day  be  left  for 
Honduras. 

“There  is  just  no  limit  to  what 


God  is  going  to  do  with  this," 
Albert  said. 

Paula  Boatner  said  that  for  no 
particular  reason,  she  did  not 
want  her  son  to  make  the  mission 
trip  in  1994.  That  didn’t  faze  him. 
He  started  his  own  fund-raising 
campaign  and  got  the  $575  it  took 
to  travel  to  Honduras. 

Later  this  year,  Paula  Boatner 
plans  to  visit  the  spot  where  he 
died.  “I  want  to  go  and  see  what 
it  was  that  drew  him,”  she  said. 

Hayden  is  education  writer 
for  the  (Jackson)  CLARION- 
LEDGER.  Reprinted  with  per¬ 
mission  from  the  CLARION- 
LEDGER’S  Jan.  22, 1995,  issue. 


Evangelism  Conference 
publishes  list  of  state’s 
top  churches  in  baptisms 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelism  Conference,  held  Jan.  30-31  at 
Temjde  Church,  Hattiesburg,  in  its  program  published  the  top  10  Missis¬ 
sippi  churches  in  baptisms  for  1994.  They  are: 


Church 

Total  baptisms 

'  first,  Jackson 
Park  Place,  Brandon 
Northcrest,  Meridian 
Barton  first,  Byhalia 
Colonial  Hills,  Southaven 
Trinity,  Southaven 
Harmony,  Crystal  Springs 
Temple,  Hattiesburg 
Sharon,  Long  Beach 
Morrison  Heights,  Clinton 


Pastor 


Frank  Pollard 
Bobby  Williamson 
Malcolrn  Lewis 
John  McMullen 
Steve  Bennett 
Jim  Butler 
Clark  Stewart 
Dean  Register 
Lynn  Chapuis 
Stan  Fomea 


Ratio,  resident  members  to  baptisms 


Bluff  Springs,  Eupora 
Riverside,  Monticello 
first,  Gattman 
New  Hope,  Pontotoc 
Pineview  Mission,  Houston 
Larue,  Ocean  Springs 
Faith,  West  Point 
Savoy,  Enterprise 
Pleasant  Ridge,  Sallis 
Grace  Memorial,  Tupelo 


Courtney  Griffin 
Fred  Morris 
Jeff  Bowen  — 
Jimmy  Grubbs 
AlGaspard 
Bumice  Havard 
Gary  Jackson 
Charlie  C.  Arnold 
Freddie  Tanksley 
Joe  Holcomb 


Nobles  Chronology 

Aug.  3,  1993  —  Mississippi  College  president  Lewis  Nobles 
resigns  under  pressure  from  the  school’s  trustees  over  his* handling 
of  large  donaiitHis  intended  for  the  school. 

Aug.  7, 1993  —  Mississippi  College  files  suit  against  Nobles  to 
recover  at  kast  $3,000,000  in  donations  alleged  to  be  missing. 

Aug.  1^  1993  —  Federal  and  state  authorities  begin  a  criminal 
investigatioa  of  Nobles. 

June  22, 1994  —  A  federal  grand  jury  examines  evidence  gath¬ 
ered  against  Nobles. 

Aug.  17,  1994  —  U.S-  District  Judge  William  H.  Barbour  Jr. 
freezes  all  of  Nobles’  known  assets. 

Sept.  21, 1994  —  Federal  grand  jury  r^ums  20-couttt  indict¬ 
ment  against  Nobles. 

Jan.  26, 1995  —  Nobles  is  declared  a  federal  frigitive  when  he 
frdls  to  tqrpear  at  a  9  a.m.  pretrial  bearing  in  Jadtson. 

Nobles*  car  is  located  m  the  early  afremooo  Memphis  Imeina- 
tioetd  Airport 

Nobles  is  anested  about  midcd^  in  a  room  at  the  Grand  Hyatt 
Hotd  in  Stm  ftandsco. 

Noblet  suffers  an  qrpaient  seizure  and  is  rushed  to  nearby  St. 
Htaacia  Ho^rital. 

Jan.  27,  1995^  —>  Barbour  orders  psychiatric  examination  of 
N<d>les.  who  temaias  in  the  hospital’s  intensive  care  unit. 

Jan.  30, 1995  —  Nddes  undergoes  emergeiKy  ulcer  surgery  in 
SanF^mciko. 


Bill  Sellers,  Annuity  Board  representative  for  Mississippi,  retired  Jan. 
31  after  26  years  of  service  to  Mississippi  Baptists.  (See  related  story 
below.)  The  member  of  the  Mississippi  binging  Churchmen  choir  served 
as  business  manager  for  TYie  Baptist  Record  for  nine  years  before  becom¬ 
ing  Annuity  Board  representative  in  the  Church-Minister  Relations/Annuity 
Department  at  the  Baptist  Building.  (Photo  by  Guy  Henderson) 

Repeat  performance 
“Not  Another  Banquet” 
doesn’t  draw  a  crowd 
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By  Tim  Nicholas 


The  second  annual  banquet  to 
raise  summer  ministry  futids  for 
Gulf  Coast  Community  College 
was  scheduled  for  Jan.  14.  This 
year’s  event  was  titled  “Another, 
Not  Another  Banquet.” 

And,  as  last  year,  this  year  no 
one  came. 

The  event,  designed  by  Baptist 
Student  Union  (BSU)  dir^CM'  Hm 
Thomas,  had  to  be  moved  to  Janu¬ 
ary  because  of  scheduling  conflicts 
di^g  the  Christmas  season. 

“There  was  simply  too  much 
going  on  during  the  Christmas  sea¬ 
son  (0  guarantee  a  tag  re^ionse  of 
non-attenders,”  Thomas  said. 

Among  the  guests  —  all  of  whom 
paid  not  to  attend  —  were  Missis¬ 
sippi  author  John  Grisham,  concert 
pianist  Phillip  Fortenberry,  and 
author/motivational  speaker  Zig 
2^glar.  Ziglar  was  motivated  to  pay 
not  to  attend. 

Robin  Roberts,  sports  anchor 
for  ESPN  cable  network,  paid 
not  to  be  master  of  ceremonies 


for  the  evening. 

This  year’s  banquet  was  slated 
to  take  {dace  at  Vtazel’s,  a  GuL^rt 
restaurant  where  chandeliers  twin¬ 
kled  through  lightly  smoked  win¬ 
dows  oiXo  {dace  settings  for  more 
than  100  guests  who  failed  to 
attend  the  banquet. 

But  that  doesn’t  mean  they  don’t 
care.  Students  have  collected  nearly 
$8,000  «>  fiu^  go  to  loc^ 

and  world  Ininger  relief  projects. 

The  evert  began  this  year  when 
17  BSU  students  studied  hunger 
needs  and  completed  a  30-hour  ^ 
to  raise  more  than  $1,200.  At  a 
noon  luncheon,  they  presented  their 
first  check  for  $1,000  to  East 
Howard  Mission  Center  in  Biloxi. 

Last  year’s  non-event  gained 
recognition  in  newq)apers  a^  TV 
stations  across  the  country,  includ¬ 
ing  coverage  by  Peter  Jennings  on 
ABC  news  radio;  Paul  Harvey;  and 
CNN  world  news. 

Nicholas  is  director.  Office  of 
Commnrdcatioiif'MBCB. 


Alaska  partnership ... 

Mississippi  Baptists  challenged 
to  respond  to  list  of  posted  needs 


The  following  requests  have 
come  from  the  Tanana  Valley 
Baptist  Association  in  Alaska, 
under  the  Mississippi/Alaska  Part¬ 
nership  Project.  Please  check  to 
determine  if  there  is  a  project  to 
which  you  or  your  group  can 
respond; 

Chinese  fellowship:  Retired 
missionary  or  pastor  who  speaks 
Chinese  needed  from  May.-Octo- 
ber  199S.  Mississippi  churches 
can  help  with  approximately 
$3,000  in  expenses  that  must  be 
underwritten  for  this  project. 

Financfal  assistance  is  also 
needed  to  send  a  lay  leader  and  his 
wife  to  Glorieta  Assembly  for 
training. 

Coldstream  Valley 
Chordi:  Construction  help 
and  financial  assistance  of 
about  $40,000  needed  to 
build  parsonage  for  future 
pastor.  Housing  is  expen¬ 
sive  in  this  area,  which  has 
good  growth  potential. 

The  church  building 
needs  leveling  on  its  pilings 
(job  will  take  about  two 
diysj“. 

Korean  Baptist  Mis¬ 
sion:  Facility  no  longer 
large  enough  for  the  congre¬ 
gation.  Mission  is  raising 
money  for  new  facility  and 
needs  financial  assistance. 

Spanish  Baptist  Mission:  Van 
needed  to  transport  Spanisb- 
^aldng  adults,  youths,  wA  Chil¬ 
ean  to  services. 

Financial  assistance  needed  to 
send  pastor  and  wife  to  Glorieta 
Assembly  for  Small  Sunday 
School  Week. 

St.  John  Baptist  Church: 
Exterior  siding  installation  assis¬ 
tance  needed  —  this  request  is 
being  made  for  the  second  year. 

General  painting  and  clearung 
help  also  ne^d. 

Baptist  Campos  Ministry: 
Financial  assistant  is  needed  for 
Mississippian  Tim  Thomas,  who 
is  directing  this  ministry  at  the 
University  of  Alaska  in  Fairbanks. 


He  is  serving  through  the  Christan 
Service  Corporation  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board, 
which  means  he  must  raise  his* 
own  support. 

North  Star  Baptist  Church: 
Assistance  requested  to  start  Bible 
study  in  remote  location. 

Help  needed  for  general  build¬ 
ing  repairs  and ’remodeling  pro¬ 
jects. 

Literacy  projects:  Scholar¬ 
ships  needed  to  train  two  teachers 
in  Oklahoma  during  summer 
1995. 

Financial  assistance  needed  to 
purchase  language  Bibles  and 
Bible-based  materials  for  students. 
Also,  help  is  needed  to  purchase 


Christmas  1995  gifts  for  children 
of  adult  literacy  students.  The  chil¬ 
dren  are  ages  birth  through  high 
school.  Suggestions  for  gifts 
include  knit  hats,  gloves,  and 
scarves;  tube  socks;  small  toys; 
children’s  Bible  study  books  and 
games;  etc.  Gifts  need  not  be 
wrsqiped,  but  must  arrive  by  Dec. 
1, 1995. 

Fort  Yukon  Mission:  Help 
needed  to  lead  Vacation  Bible 
School  while  working  on  general 
building  repairs  to  church  Imilding 
and  living  quarters.  Money  has 
been  raised  for  materials,  but  labor 
is  needed.  A  group  of  six  to  eight 
people  for  a  period  of  two  weeks 
would  be  ideal.  This  project  has 


been  flagged  as  a  major  need  that 
must  be  addressed  by  early  June, 
if  possible. 

Mission  also  needs  Sunday 
School  and  ministries- literature. 

Morning  Star  Baptist 
Church:  Major  power  plant  pro¬ 
ject  nearby  has  caused  church  to 
outgrow  facility.  Construction 
help  and  financial  assistance  need¬ 
ed  to  expand  education  space. 

Association  Camp:  Couple 
needed  to  serve  as  camp  adminis¬ 
trator  May  15-Aug.  15. 

Camp  also  needs  labor  to  install 
new  windows,  doors,  interior 
lighting,  and  thermostats;  and  for 
bunk  bed  construction. 

Russian  Connection:  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  (FMB)  will  soon  be 
sending  a  couple  to  minis¬ 
ter  in  far  east  Russia  and 
Siberia.  Projects  include 
collecting  Russian  Bibles, 
commentaries,  song  books, 
Haley’s  Bible  Handbooks, 
children’s  materials,  etc., 
for  churches  in  these  areas 
of  Russia. 

Assistance  needed  for 
May  1995  conference  in 
which  30  Russian  pastors 
will  be  trained  and  supplied 
with  materials  for  their  per¬ 
sonal  use,  leadership  train¬ 
ing  items,  and  study  materi¬ 
al  for  childien. 

Help  is  also  needed  for  Chu 
Hon  Yi,  cardiologist  serving  as  a 
Cooperative  Services  International 
(CSI)  worker  in  Khabarovsk,  Rus¬ 
sia.  Adult/child  medical  supplies, 
over-the-counter  medications,  and 
prescription  dnigs  are  needed  on  a 
monthly  basis  (detailed  list  avail¬ 
able  upon  request).  Financial 
assistance  is  also  needed. 


For  additional  information  on 
any  of  these  projects,  contact 
Bill  Hardy,  Partnership  Mis¬ 
sions  Office,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  968-3800,  or 
toll  free  (800)  748-1651. 


Annuity  Board  rep  Sellers  retires  after  26  years  at  MBCB 


The  date  was  Feb.  20,  1969. 
The  Baptist  Record  reported  the 
following  events: 

The  state  Evangelism  Confer¬ 
ence,  under  the  direction  of  Gor¬ 
don  Sansing  Sr.,  had  just  conclud¬ 
ed  at  Gulfshore  Assembly. 

Robeit  E.  Wall  of  Montana  had 
written  a  thank  you  note  to  Cooper 
Walton  for  the  new  suits  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Brotherhood  had  given  to 
Montana  pastors. 

Doug  Hudgins  was  elected  as 
the  new  executive  director  for 
Mississippi  Baptists.  Meanwhile, 
James  VfiUer  of  Pascagoula  shared 
his  most  embarrassing  moment 
with  Doug  Dillard.  Miller  had 
read:  “As  it  says  in  Revelation 
21:6,  ‘I  am  Alfalfa  and  Omega.’” 

The  Baptist  Record,  where 
Joe  Odle,  Joe  Abrams,  and  Anne 


McWilliams  toiled,  was  in  need  of 
a  business  manager.  William  H. 
Sellers  was  select^. 

Sellers,  a  native  of  Franklin, 
Tenn.,  bad  served  as  music  direc¬ 
tor  in  Tennessee  and  Texas 
churches,  along  with  Hrst,  Vicks¬ 
burg;  Fifteenth  Avenue,  Meridian; 
and  First,  Canton.  He  had  earned  a 
bachelor’s  degree  from  Carson- 
Newman  College  and  a  music 
degree  from  Southwestern  Semi¬ 
nary.  He  also  had  a  banking  and 
bookkeeping  backgrouiKL 

He  served  The  Baptist  Record 
for  nine  years,  helped  make  the 
change  to  computers,  aixl  promot¬ 
ed  the  paper’s  “Every  Family 
Plan”  to  churches  throughout  the 
state. 

In  1978  he  became  the  Aiuiuity 
Board  representative  for  Missis- 


^pi  and  began  working  with 
Cun  Perkins  in  the  (Thurch-Minis- 
ter  Relations  Department 

That  position  involved  travel¬ 
ing  to  seminars  and  woikshc^  in 
the  associations.  In  1978  there 
were  only  325  churches  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  Annuity  Board’s  pro¬ 
grams.  Today  there  are  1,260 
churches  which  have  signed  a 
cooperative  agreement  with  the 
Annuity  Board. 

Sellers  maintains  that  having 
directors  of  missions  in  each  asso¬ 
ciation  has  made  his  work  a  lot 
easier.  Even  as  he  retires  (effective 
Jan.  31),  he  is  still  thinking  of  the 
strength  for  churches  in  the  Annu¬ 
ity  Plan. 

“It  gives  real  proteaion  for  the 
staff,  plus  the  matching  funds  of 
the  convention.  The  servant  of  the 


Lord  can  retire  with  respect.  There 
are  fewer  disability  cases  where 
the  participant  has  no  income,  and 
there  are  more  relief  funds  for 
widows  available.  The  ‘Adopt  an 
Aiuiuitant’  program  has  been  most 
successful,”  said  Sellers. 

The  SBC  controversy  has  made 
the  Annuity  work  a  bit  more  diffi¬ 
cult  because  of  the  atmosphere  of 
distrust.  However,  the  position  of 
the  Annuity  Board  has  improved 
and  is  stronger  than  ever.  The 
effort  of  the  Amiuity  Board  to  dis¬ 
tance  itself  from  the  so-called  “sin 
stocks”  has  caused  some  conflict 
but  the  mistees  have  been  solidly 
behind  the  board.  Sellers  said. 

He  advises  young  pastors  to 
“get  in  the  annuity  program  even 
if  it  is  the  minimum.  A  church  can 
protect  itself  as  well  as  the  staff 


with  protective  coverage  in  term 
life  insurance,  disability,  and  med¬ 
ical.” 

Sellers  and  his  wife  Jeanette 
have  lived  in  Brandon  fcM-  24  years 
and  are  members  of  First  Church 
there.  They  have  two  daughters. 
Alicia  Braswell,  along  with  hus¬ 
band  Larry,  has  been  appointed 
missionary  to  Brazil.  They  will 
leave  for  tte  field  in  July. 

Dawn  Marie  Driggers  and  hus¬ 
band  Morris  live  in  Wilkesboro, 
N.C.,  where  he  serves  as  a  minis¬ 
ter  of  music. 

Future  plans  for  the  Sellers  are 
to  help  their  children  pack  for  the 
move  to  Brazil  and  do  some  trav¬ 
eling.  He  plays  golf  (weakly), 
does  oil  painting  (sporadically), 
and  yard  work  and  gardening 
(masterfully).  — .GH 


W  /ntroductory 
’  offer 
Compass/onffet 
Free  service 
■800-325-7749  k 


Missionaries  seek  opportunities 
to  minister  after  Japan  quake 


The  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  launched  CqmpassionNet  Jan.  1  as 
a  part  of  SBCNei.  the  Southern  Baptist 
computer  network  CompassionNet  makes 
it  (>ossit>le  for  missionaries  to  instantly 
communicate  prayer  needs  and 
opportunities  with  supporters  back  in  the 
United  States. 


KOBE,  Japan  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  are  finding 
opportunities  to  minister  in  the 
aftermath  of  Japan’s  deadliest 
earthquake  in  47  years. 

The  Jan.  17  earthquake  rocked 
Awaji  island,  20  miles  from  the 
major  port  city  of  Kobe  in  western 
Japan.  The  quake,  which  registered 
7.2  on  the  Richter  scale,  shattered 
Kobe  and  caused  significant  dam¬ 
age  in  nearby  Osaka. 

In  the  hours  immediately  fol¬ 
lowing  the  earthquake,  missiotiar- 
ies  Mike  Brooks  and  DSnny  Hin¬ 
son  joined  rescue  crews  digging 
survivors  out  of  the  rubble  and  tak¬ 
ing  them  to  hospitals,  reported 
Tokyo-based  missionary  Linda 
Whitworth  in  a  telephone  inter¬ 
view. 

Meanwhile,  missionaries 
Ronald  and.  Cynthia  Reynolds 
translated  for  international  relief 
teams  at  Kobe’s  Canadian  Acade¬ 
my,  a  large  school  for  children  of 
missionaries  and  other  foreigners, 
where  tens  of  thousands  of  people 
have  been  evacuated  fiom  the  dev¬ 
astated  city  center. 

Missionaries  also  are  exploring 
ways  to  assist  as  a  massive  relief 
effort  gears  up  in  the  devastated 
city  of  1.5  million  located  280 
miles  west  of  Tokyo.  Initial  discus- 
sioas  have  centered  around  water 
purification,  medical  assistance, 
and  passible  establishment  of  a  dis¬ 
tribution  center  at  Osaka  for  food, 
water,  and  other  supplies  from 
relief  organizations. 

All  missionaries  of  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  are  safe  and 
accounted  for,  Whitworth  sakL  The 
Foreign  Mission  Board  has  182 
missionaries  assigned  to  Japan  and 
14  families  assigned  to  the  Kobe- 
Osaka-Kyoto  area  affected  by  the 
quake.  Earlier  reports  that  an 
unidentified  mi.ssionary  suffered  a 
broken  leg  proved  untrue.  , 

•  TTT1  Tfc  1  A  »  1  J.  J  from  various  sources,  said  Dennis  ] 

Going  Where  the  Feople  Are  slated  ■ 

g-t  1i*11  i*  •  1  ^C\  PT  Foreign  Mission  Board  mis-  i 

for  multiple  locations  in  February  95  1 

Simultaneous  conferences  church  backgrounds  aixl  providing  School  Department,  MBCB,  P.O.  assisting  with  distribution  of  tte 
designed  to  teach  ways  to  provide  discovery-oriented  Bible  studies.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-  much-needed  supplies  to  resi-  i 
Bible  study  groups  beyond  the  —  identifying  nettle  who  are  0530.  around  the 

four  walls  of  the  church  will  be  hurting  emotionally,  physically.  For  more  information,  contact  u  •,  !,•  i,  i, 

held  in  six  locations  around  Mis-  and  socially,  and  providing  sup-  the  Sunday  School  Department  at  .  earthquake,  which  stru^ 
sissippi  during  February.  port-type  Bible  studies.  the  above  address.  Telephone 

The  conferences,  “Going  —  building  strong  Bible  study  (601)  %8-3800,  or  toll-free  (800)  kiUed  more  than  SjOOOjxople  and 
Where  the  People  Are,”  will  take  strategy  starting  with  Sunday  748-1651.  left  as  many  as  300,000  homeless, 

place  on  Feb.  20-21  at  Trinity  School  and  reaching  out.  UTT _ T 

Church,  Southaven:  Harrisburg  Target  audiences  for  the  con-  XxOIH0  Ill3,li0S  J.  V  Q.0O1 

Church,  Tupelo;  Alta  Woods  ferences  include  pastors  and 

Church,  Jackson;  Te  nple  Church,  church  staffers,  outreach  leaders,  PORT  WORTH  (BP)  —  The  Radio  and  Television  for  healthy  families. 
Halliesburg;  Oakhurst  Church,  deacons,  Sunday  School  directors  Commission  is  working  with  the  Baptist  Sunday  “Solid  biblical  p 
Clarksdale;  and  First  Church,  and  teachers  interested  in  provid-  School  Board  to  produce  “Home  Life,  ’  a  television  program  emphasi: 
Meridian.  ing  new  Bible  studies,  potential  series  using  the  same  title  as  the  board’s  popular  Home  ideals  to  offer  pri 

Each  conference  begins  at  10  Bible  study  leaders,  and  disciple-  Life  magazine.  lifestyle,  headd^. 

a  m  on  Monday  and  concludes  at  ship  training  directors.  'Hte  ooe-houHHSgram  will  be  broadcast  weekly  on  Home  Ufe  proj 

noon  the  next  day.  A  Monday  Sponsors  of  the  conferences  are  ACTS  (American  Christian  Television  System)  and  similar  to  those  fo 
evening  rally  takes  place  at  7  p.m.  the  Bible  Study  Team  and  the  FamUyNet  beginning  the  first  week  in  March.  financial  advisor  R 

at  no  charge.  Sunday  School  Department  of  the  ‘The  television  program  discusses  topics  related  to  clinical  psycholog 

Conference  tracks  include  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  home  and  family  life  and  focuses  on  lif^les,  values,  answer  viewer  qu« 

_ identifying  needs  and  pro-  Board  (MBCB).  and  relationships,”  said  Bob  Thornton,  RTVC  vice  entertain  with  her  h 

viding  Bible  studies  across  cultur-  Pre-registration  by  Feb.  6  dead-  president  of  television  services.  “While  part  of  the  pro-  ACTS  reaches 

albamers  line  is  requested.  Cost  is  $3  per  gram’s  aim  is  to  develop  a  wide  and  loyal  audience  through  the  Faith  a 

—  identifying  special  needs  person  with  a  maximum  of  $15  through  upbeat  and  entertaining  segments,  its  primary  sion.  FamUyNet  be 

groups  and  providing  Bible  study  per  church.  Make  checks  payable  purpose  wiU  be  to  celebrate  and  undergird  famUy  life  200  broadcast  teU 
for  ttem  fo  the  Mississippi  Btmtist  Conven-  through  inspiring  irHerviews,  chaUenging  applications.  States  via  satellite, 

—  identifying  people  without  tion  Board,  and  msul  to  Sunday  and  practical  instruction,  whUe  providing  role  models  than  55  mUlion  hon 


while  mission  properties  sus¬ 
tained  some  damage,  aU  were  “still 
standing,”  Whitworth  said. 

All  Japanese  Baptist  churches 
also  are  intact,  although  two  report¬ 
edly  sustained  some  damage,  she 
said.  Missionary  Charles  Barham, 
pastor  of  an  English-language 
church  in  Kobe,  reportedly  was 
searching  for  missing  church  mem¬ 
bers  whose  homes  had  collapsed 
during  the  quake. 

The  fires  that  raged  through 
Kobe  for  over  24  hours  are  now 
under  control,  but  the  death  toU  has 
climbed  past  5,000  and  millions  of 
homes  are  without  electricity 
The  following  missionaries 
and  family  members  are  in  the 


quake  area: 

—  David  and  Jamea  Crum, 

Mexico,  Mo.,  and  Springfield,  Mo., 
respectively. 

—  Bob  and  Barbara  Dilks, 

Warner  Robins,  Ga.,  and  Mon¬ 
roeville,  Ala.,  respectively. 

—  Barry  and  Tammy  Walker, 

Jonesboro,  Ark.,  and  Riverside, 

Calif,  respectively. 

—  Joni  Hardy,  San  Antonio, 

Texas. 

—  Sara  Mofyjtt,  Austin,  Texas. 

—  Darmy  and  Janice  Hinson, 

Livingston,  La.,  and  Titusville, 

Fla.,  respectively. 

— ^Mike  and  Janet  Brooks, 

Atlanta  and  Decatur,  Ga.,  respec¬ 
tively. 

—  Cindy  Brown,  Troy,  Mo. 

—  Charles  and  Mary  Barham, 

Longview,  Texas,  and  Houston, 
respectively. 

—  Ron  and  Cynthia  Reynolds, 

R.  Pierce,  Ra. 

—  John  and  Nancy  Norton,  personaf  computer  equipped  with  a  modem  and  subscriptions  to  Com- 

Birmingham,  Ala.,  and  Miami  puServe  and  SBCNet.  For  a  limited  time,  a  free  introductory  subscription 
Springs,  Fla.,  respectively. .  may  be  obtained  by  calling  SBCNet  at  1-800-325-7749.  The  kit  includes  a 

—  Hank  and  Linda  Lee,  Turn-  free  month  Of  CompuServe  and  a  $25  usage  credit  that  can  be  applied 
ca  and  Hazlehurst,  respectively.  toward  SBCNet  access.  SBCNet  also  offers  Sunday  School  lesson 

—  Phillip  and  Ginger  Hillery,  resources,  sermon  outlines,  worship  helps,  news  articles,  and  graphics. 
Madison,  N.J. 

Swedenborg,  Huey  japanoso  Baptists  opeii  a 

Missionary  children  attending  i  •  /»  •  i 

s.n  of  relief  center  in  quake  area; 

David  and  Robin  Johnson,  Ren-  ••  •  -i  iJll 

ton.  Wash.,  and  Columbus,  missionaries  OH  hand  to  help 

Miss.,  respectively.  _ 

—  Matk  Deckert,  son  of  Wayne  KOBE,  Japan  (BP)  —  A  The  estimated  cost  of  damage 

and  Kay  Decktit,  Richmond,  Japanese  Baptist  church  has  from  the  earthquake  and  more 
Calif.,  and  Salinas,  Calif,  respec-  opened  its  doors  as  a  distribution  than  1,000  aftershocks  has  risen 
lively.  center  for  relief  supplies  flowing  above  $60  billion,  according  to 


FMB  missionaries 
in  quake  zone 

•  182  FMB  personnel  in 
Japan;  14  missionary 
families  in  destruction 
region;  none  hurt 

•  Death  toll  above  3,000; 
200,000  homeless 

•  Send  relief  contributions  to 
Human  Needs,  Box  6767, 
Richmond,  VA  23230. 


Russia 


China 


N.  Korea 


S.  Korea 


Salvadoran  Baptist  Orellana 
jailed,  then  released  in  Morocco 


Structure  committee  has 
unknown  recommendation 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Tbe  seven-member  study  committee  look¬ 
ing  at  the  jprog^s  and  structoie  of  the  Southern  Bsqpdgt  Conven¬ 
tion  has  a  unanimous  recommendation  it  present  at  tibe  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  meting  Feb.  20  in  Ntu^viBe.  . 

However,  what  that  recommendation  is  and  what  changes  are 
proposed  for  the  nation’s  largest  evangelical  denomination  are  ques¬ 
tions  the  committee  does  not  wjuit  tO  answer  until  tibe  Feb.  20 
release  date. 

“The  Program  and  Structure  Study  Committee  has  worked 
prayerfully  and  carefully,  considering  how  the  SBC  might  best  help 
the  churches  to  reach  die  world  for  Qiri«,”  said  Mark  Brister,  pastor 
of  Broadmoor  Church,  Shreveport,  La.,  and  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  in  a  release  to  Baptist  Press  Jan.  27. 

The  SBC  is  a  huge  entity:  mme  than  38,000  affiliated  dnucbes 
with  15-plus  million  membm.  The  convention’a  agencies  have  bud¬ 
gets  totaling  more  than  $630  million  (1954-95)  with  thousands  of 
employees. 

Members  of  the  struly  committee  are  Briider,  chaitman;.R<xmie 
Floyd,  pastOT  of  Hrst  Cluirch,  Sfoingdale,  Aflt.;  William  Hall,  regis¬ 
tered  investments  advisor,  San  Clemente,  CaHf.;  Robert  Sorrell, 
associate  pastor,  Bellevt^  Church;  Cordova  (Mem|^),  Tenn.;  Rex 
Terry,  attorney.  Fort  Smith,  Ark.;  Greg  Horton,  coiporate  executive, 
Simpsonville,  S.C.;  and  R.  Albert  Mofaler,  Jr.,  president  of  Southern 
Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Floyd,  Hall,  Sorrell,  and  Terry  are  members  of  the  SBC  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee. 


legal  expenses.  They  also  sent  out  other  arrested  Moroccans  were 
a  worldwide  calFfor  prayer  onliis  released  after  agreeing  to  sever 
bch^f.  relations  with  the  school,  but 

“This  case  of  a  resident  of  Zemamda  refused.  Later,  in  court, 
Morocco  being  imprisoned  for  hv-  he  also  refused  to  renounce  his 
ing  out  his  faith,  and  nationals  of  a  Christian  faith, 
religious  minority  being  harassed  Some  Christian  workers  fear 
and  incarcerated,  demands  a  anti-Christian  actipns  may 
response,”  said  one  worker  who  increase  in  North  Africa  as  mili- 
requested  anonymity  because  of  tant  Muslims  push  their  efforts  to 
security  concerns."  set  up  Islam-dominated,  Iran-stylc 

Those  £q>peals  and  prayers  —  chutch  states,  lyiorocco’s  ncigh- 
and  possible  contacts  by  foreign  bor,  Algeria,  currently  is  tom  by  a 
governments  —  may  have  ac-  ,  civil  war  that  kills  up  to  1,000 
counted  for  Orellana^s  release.  *  people  each  month  as  Muslim 
He  was  escorted  by  pohee  on  rebels  battle  the  government, 
the  day  of  his  release  to  Ceuta,  the  The  bloody  hijacking  of  a 
Spanish  seaport  on  Morocco’s  French  plane  in  Algiers  Dec.  24 
northern  coast,  where  he  presented  was  the  latest,  most  sensational 
himself  to  Spanish  authorities.  He  chapter  in  this  struggle,  which  has 
reportedly  planned  to  remain  in  witnessed  the  murder  of  many  for- 
Spain  for  a  time.  His  wife,  Ruth,  ei^rs.  About  2  million  Algerians 
and  two  daughters  were  expected  live  in  France,  Algeria’s  former 
to  leave  Morocco  and  meet  him  in  colonial  ruler,  and  French  police 
Spain  within  a  day  or  two.  have  arrested  some  Muslim  lead- 

Morocco,  a  heavily  Muslim  ers  there  to  prevent  the  spreading 
country  in  North  Africa,  is  known  of  a  war  of  terrorism  onto  French 
for  its  anti-Christian  repression.  sod. 

Late  id  1993_  Moroccan  The  government  of  Egypt  also 
Mustapha  Zemamda  of  Casablan-  has  been  battling  Muslim  forces  in 
(a  was  sentenced  to  three  years  in  recent  years.  Muslim  groups  tltere 
jail  for  converting  from  Islam  to  have-  blown  up  tourist  buses  and 
Christianity.  Zemamda  had  signed  launched  other  terrorist  attacks  on 
up  for  a  Christian  correspondence  foreigners,  police,  and  government 
Ingram  based  in  France.  Eighteen  officials. 


Colbert  to  assist  Mississippi  ir 

T-)  1  1  i  I  •  them,  the  man  was  with  them  at 

r>ap  Lists  in  church  starting  ^ » pouceman  s  ur 

.  *  ®  form,  the  workers  said.  Lat( 

ATLANTA  —  Gerald  Colbert  mine  needs  for  new  churches.  He  reports  said  this  same  man  no 
is  the  new  Home  Mission  Board  is  also  skilled  in  Mega  Cities  Mis-  has  been  arrested  himself, 
staff  member  working  with  Mis-  sions,  a  process  for  assisting  asso-  Christian  workers  expresse 
sissippi  to  start  churches.  ciations  in  large  metropolitan  alarm  at  Orellana’s  arrest  ac 

Colbert,  formerly  director  of  areas  develop  strategies  for  church  were  seeking  financial  help  for  h 
church  extension  for  the  State  starting,  church  growth,  evange- 
Convention  of  Michigan,  replaces  lism,  and  ministry. 

Bill  Long  who  retired  in  Decern-  Colbert  has  also  worked  as  an  ^mSSSl^^ 
her.  associational  director  of  missions  ml^^SSS^^SSS^^SSm 

AS'.a  field-servicing  associate,  and  pastor.  Bom  in  Ohio,  Colbert 
Colbert  will  work  with  state  and  is  a  graduate  of  North  Texas  State 
associational  leaders  in  strategy  University  in  Denton,  Texas,  and 
development,  conference  plan-  Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort 
ning,  and  personnel.  Wmth. 

One  of  his  areas  of  expertise  is  Information  on  HMB  church 
leading  “new  work  probes,”  irken-  starting  resources  is  available  by 
sive  studies  of  an  area  to  deter-  calling  (404)  898-7324. 

Florida  Baptist  pastor  said  he’d  comply 
with  order  to  turn  over  church  records 

SANFORD,  Fla.  (ABP)  —  demanding  they  open  certain  doc-  going  to  comply  and  they  haven 
After  resisting  a  court  order  for  uments  to  Haynes  and  her  agent,  yeC’  he  said, 
more  than  a  year,  a  Florida  pastor  John  King,  a  certified  public  While  Parker  said  he  now  wi 
and  Southern  Baptist  Convention  accountant  and  former  church  follow  the  court  order,  he  contii 
leader  says  he  now  is  willing  to  mehiber,  including  the  giving  ued  to  protest  the  raling,  contetK 
turn  over  documents  that  include  records  of  lt\dividual  members.  ing  it  “will  have  a  rhiiiing  effe 
individual  giving  records  to  a  for-  At  another  hearing  Jan.  10,  on  future  contributions  to  churci 
mer  church  clerk  who  accuses  him  Eaton  reportedly  demanded  the  es”  because  donors  can  no  long 
ot  wrongdoing.  defendants  pay  the  $10,000  fine  be  sure  their  donations  are  cool 

Bob  Parker,  pastor  of  First  that  had  accrued  since  his  con-  dential. 

Church  of  Markham  Woods  in  tempt  ruling  and  threatened  to  Haynes  sued  Parker  and  tl 
Lake'  Mary,  Fla.,  issued  a  state-  institute  .criminal  proceedings  church  under  a  Florida  law  th 
ment  Jan.  12  announcing  he  unless  they  complied  with  his  requires  non-profit  corporations 
planned  to  comply  with  a  court  order  by  Jan.  13.  disclose  information  to  membe 

order  to  make  giving  records  However,  Haynes’  attorney  who  seek  it  for  a  “proper  pu 
available  to  Ann  Haynes,  a  charter  said  in  a  Jan.  12  conference  call  pose.” 
member  who  won  access  to  the  with  lawyers,  that  Eaton  said  he  Haynes  says  she  wants  1 
records  in  a  1993  lawsuit  in  a  did  not  intend  to  enforce  the  fine  examine  records  to  determine 
Seminole  County  court.  because  of  questions  about  its  Parker  violated  church  documen 

Parker,  a  mejuber  of  the  power-  legality.  The  attorney,  Tim  Askew  to  usurp  control  of  the  congreg 
ful  SBC  Executive  Committee,  of  Sanford,  did  not  specify  what  tion,  illegally  transferred  the  ow 
said  a  $10,000  fine  assessed  by  a  those  questions  were.  ersbdp  of  his  private  residence 

judge  who  has  already  found  him  Still,  Askew  said,  the  judge  the  church  to  avoid  paying  taxe 
and  the  church  in  contempt  of  “made  it  clear  he  was  expecting  or  kept  jewelry  or  other  items  k 
court,  coupled  with  a  threat  of  fur-  them  to  complv.”  to  the  church  as  part  of  a  $416,0( 

ther  sanctions,  prompted  him  to  Askew  said  Jan.  13  he  will  b^uest. 
turn  over  the  records.  reserve  comment  on  Parker’s  Parker  denies  any  wrongdoii 

In  December,  Circuit  Judge  promise  until  the  records  are  and  contends  the  lawsuit  is  part 
O.H.  Eaton  ruled  Parker  and  the  temed  over.  “We  just  need  to  see  an  effort  by  a  few  disimintled  fo 
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Letters  to  the  editor 


On  gambling  issues 

Editor: 

Thanks  to  Paul  Jones  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Holmes  for  their  great  work  in 
notifying  fellow  Baptists  about 
upcoming  Legislative  actions. 
They  have  raised  a  lot  of  questions 
for  Mississippi  Baptists,  a  few  I 
am  really  interested  Ln  getting 
answered. 

According  to  House  Bill  (HB) 
303.  HB  222,  HB  505,  and  HB  536, 


Mississippians  are  about  to  gain  implement 
yet  another  burden  in  regard  to 
gambling.  These  bills  legalize,  pro¬ 
vide  for,  or  permit  pari-mutuel  bet¬ 
ting,  state  lottery,  sjlorts  pools,  or 
betting  on  horse  and  dog  racing. 

To  show  how  “oops  I  goofed”-ori- 
ented  good  ole  Mississippians  are, 
there  are  two  more  House  Bills 
that  they  realize  they  must  now 
pass  because  of  their  first  mistakes 
in  legalizing  gambling,  HB  301 
and  HB  302. 

These  two  Sills  develop  and 


Well,  next  time  they  should  do  us  Knee.  1  assume  you  meant  to  refer 
all  a  big  favor  and  ask!  to  the  battle  of  Little  Big  Horn. 

Where  will  the  money  come  when  Custer’s  men  were  massa- 
from  to  staff  the  “program”  that  cred  at  the  hands  of  Sioux  and 
really  did  not  have  to  be  in  the  first  Cheyenne  braves.  This  wa.s  in 
ture  knew  they  would  have  to  place?  How  is  all  of  this  rational-  1876. 

j  create  a  problem  just  Wouiided  Knee,  on  the  other 

so  you  can  spetKl  more  money,  is  hand,  was  the  site  of  a  massacre  by 
that  being  a  good  steward  of  Mis-  U.S.  soldiers  against  Indian  peo- 
sissippians’  money?  Do  legislators  pies  who  were  performing  a  cere- 
really  think  diat  another  “program”  mony  to  celebrate  the  incoxpora- 
will  fix  the  problems  they  create  tion  of  Christianity  into  their  reli- 
through  legalizing  ridiculous  gion.  This  was  in  1890.  By  this 
things  such  as  gambling?  X  don’t  time  Custer  was  dead  and  had 
think  so,  and  I’ll  bet  their  parents  gone  to  meet  the  ctmsequences  of 
would  agree  with  me.  his  deeds  on  earth,  which  stretched 

We  may  have  to  live  with  this  all  the  way  back  to  the  Civil  War. 
now,  but  in  the  future,  before  the  when  he  carried  put  questionable 
legislature  passes  a  lot  of  “stuff’  acts  against  Southern  soldiers, 
that  Mississippians  have  to  live  Later,  he  made  a  career  of  atroci- 
with,  how  about  Femirxling  them  ties  against  Indians;  who,  as  I  stat- 
to  call  their  parents,  or,  better  yet,  ed  earlier,  did  the  same  to  him. 
go  visit  the  “Gamblers  RehabiUta-  Wounded  Knee  was  also  the 
tion  Program”  at  the  Department  site  of  a  political  uprising  jji  the 
of  Mental  Health.  Call  your  [state]  early  I970’s  by  Indian  peoples, 
congressman  and  let  him  or  her  Steven  L.  Mas,sey 
know  what’s  on  your  mind.  Crystal  Springs 

If  your  church  has  a  Christian 

Action  chairman,  utilize  their  Biloxi  Center  Opens 
resources  and  knowledge  to  con¬ 
tact  your  congressman.  God  has  Editor: 

given  us  a  lot  to  work  with...  our  ^^ife  and  I  are  Mission  Ser- 

faith,  our  mind,  and  our  voice,  vice  Corps  volunteers  serving  as 
Folks,  as  Christians  our  voices  co-directors  of  the  new  East 
need  to  be  beard  now  more  than  Howard  Center,  which  is  located  in 
ever.  I  look  forward  to  bearing  (hg  same  building  as  East  Howard 
how  change  is  brought  about  Church,  241  Howaid  Ave  ,  BUoxi. 
through  your  prayers  for  those  who  \ye  a  weekday  ministry  cen- 
claim  to  represent  you  and  bow  serving  the  neighborhood 
they  listen  to  your  voice  of  concern  around  us.  I  am  writing  to  let  you 
for  your  fellow  Baptists  and  Mis-  Vcnow  of  our  “grartd  opening”  Open 
sissippians.  Hou.se  which  will  be  held  Feb.  5.  2- 

RandaU  Jenkins,  minister  4  p  m.  and  f^.  7, 6-8  p.m. 

of  education  Although  this  will  be  billed  as 

Rrst  Church,  Philadelphia  om-  “grand  opening”  we  have  been 


MBMC’S  Not-for-Profit  Focus  Means 
Service  To  Central  Mississippi. 

Baptist  works  to  reinvest  in  the  local  community, 
not  earn  a  profit. 


In  a  day  when  gerieratifig  dividefxJs 
for  investors  is  the  driving  force  in  so 
many  hospitals,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center  continues  on  the  path 
it  be^  some  84  years  ago:  to  serve 
the  people  of  Central  Mississippi 
without  regard  for  making  a  profit. 

As  part  of  our  Christian  Mission, 
we've  dedicated  our  facility  to 
meting  the  medical  needs  of  all  the 
people  in  our  area — with  no 
consideration  to  which  patients  are 
profitable  and  which  patients  are  not. 

What’s  nrwre,  we  work  to  be 
stewards  of  each  health  care  dollar 
that  comes  our  way:  through  wise 
management  and  aggressive  cost- 
containment  programs.  As  a  result, 
we’re  able  to  reinvest  in  the  medical 
equipment,  services  and  personnel 


that  best  meet  our  community’s 
growing  health  care  needs. 

.  As  a  locally  based,  locally  run 
medical  center,  we’re  intimately  tied 
to  the  Jackson  area  and  our  neigh¬ 
boring  counties.  We  don’t  report  to 
out-of-state  management  teams  who 
have  no  personal  stake  in  our  cym- 
munities.  From  our  board  of  directors 
to  our  newest  employee,  we  live  and 
work  here,  too.  That  brings  with  it  a 
long-term  concern  for  our  area  that 
many  big-business  hospitals  have 
no  interest  in. 

Our  not-for-profit  heritage  com¬ 
bined  with  our  commitment  to  rein¬ 
vesting  in  our  community  is  what 
makes  us  different.  It’s  a  history  of 
service  we’re  proud  of.  And  one  we 
pledge  to  continue 


Get  facts  straight 


Editor: 

Your  editorial,  “The  real  bat¬ 
tle,”  ('The  Baptist  Record,  Jan. 
12)  comains  an  inaccurate  allusion 
to  General  George  A.  Custer.  In 
the  article,  you  stated^that  Custer 
would  have  stayed  at  home  had 
pine  needles  existed  at  Wounded 


4^  Give  Your  Mothers  A  Gold 
Carnation,  A  Mother’s  Day 
Gift  That  Lasts  Forever! 

JUST  $1.00  PER  PIN 

On  the  first  Mother's  Day  in  1907,  Caniation.s  were  worn  by  church  meinhen  to  honor  morh- 
ers.  Renew  this  mdiiion  and  give  your  mothers  a  lovely  Carnation  pin  they  will  enjoy  forever.  Each 
delkaie  pin  (shown  20%  larger  for  detail)  is  plated  ui  24-liaral  gold  and  packaged  in  a  pUstK  pouch. 

Want  a  FREE  aanpla?  Sand  $1.00  to  covor  Hist  daaa  poatafa  and  hawdSiu. 

Start  your  tradition  today.  Each  year  we  will  offer  a  different  floral  design  in  a  beautiful  collector  pin 
that  mothers  will  love  you  for  SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED  OR  YOUR  MONEY  BACK! 

$#fid  fl  MN-wldrattid,  ttiinp6d  tnvttopt  fof  if  itt  of  MtMM  dMfdioi. 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  MEDICAL  CENTER 

We’re  healthcaring  for  the  whole  family. 


Todd-Brandt  A$soctaleS'.M61  Bonita  Bay  Bivd.  #207-Boniu  Spnng$,FL  3392.^ 

(813)  947-0085  -  FAX  (8 1 3)  947-4414 

Wgmi  Mnd  m  ttM  foOotMm  OMd  CvnitlMi  piM  it  M.OO  Mdi  far  100  Pint,  MCUXNNO  aMpflni 
OMtt.75^  Pkn  t  IUSmcH;  SO-74  Pint  t  $1.U  mck.  NO  ORDCRS  l£SS  THAN  .50 


QuaniHy 


Total  amouni  knckMcd  (Check  or  money  onler) 


(Omrch  Nime) 


(Telephone) 


(UPS  Shipping  Address) 


(Stale) 
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Just  for  the  Record 


A  Foreign  Mission  6.oard 
appointment  service  is  scheduled 
at  the  Von  Braun  Civic  Center  in 
Huntsville,  Ala.,  on  April  28  at  7 
'  p.m.  This  service  Ls  an  opportunity 
to  see  the  inner  working  of  the 
FMB  and  experience  hearing  mis¬ 
sionaries’  inspinng  testimonies. 

L 

The  Mississippi  College  (MC) 
Water  Fitness  Program  was 
recently  recognized  by  the  United 
States  Water  Fitness  Association 
as  one  of  the  top  100  water  fitness 
programs  in  the*  country  for  1994, 
with  an  overall  ranking  of  51. 
Pamela  Smith  directs  the  MC 
Water  Program.  For  information 
on  the  program,  call  (601)  925- 
.^857. 

MC  will  host  a  seminar, 
“.Attention  Deficit 
(ADD)  &  HyperacUyity,”  Feb. 
17  in  the  B.C.  Rogers  Student 
Center  on  campus.  Cost  is  $68  per 
person,  which  includes  materi^s. 
The  seminar  will  feature  Ronald 
Friedman,  psydiologist  and  author 
of  a  book  on  ADD.  For  more 
information,  call  (601)  925-3264. 

Senior  Groups  may  be  interest¬ 
ed  in  the  7th  annual  Holly  Springs 
Pilgrimage  in  Holly  Springs,  April 
20-22.  For  more  information  call 
(601)252-4791. 

Ballet  Magnificat  and  the 
Mississippi  Mass  Choir  will  pre¬ 
sent  a  Joint  spring  performance  at 
7:30  p.m.  on  March  10  and,  11  at 
the  Jackson  Municipal  Auditorium. 
For  ticket  information,  call  Ballet 
Magnificat’s  studios  at  (601)  977- 
1001. 


Beth  Barlow,  Interfaitb  Witness 
Associates  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board.  For  mote  information  call 
Mary  Ray  at  (601)  939-2182. 

The  Liberty  Quartet  will  be  in 
concert  at  Arrowood  Church, 
Meridian,  Feb.  11  at  7  p.m. 
Refieshments  will  be  served  after 
the  concert.  Kevin  Griffin  is  pastor 
and  Weston  Burnside  is  music 
director. ' 

Focus  on  the  Family  will  host 
a  conference,  “Protecting  the 
Family,  Defending  the  Faith,” 
for  Christian  attorneys  March  1-5 
at  the  Colorado  Springs  campus  in 
Colorado  Springs,  Colo.  “It’s  an 
opportunity  for  Christian  attorneys 
to  meet  like-minded  attorneys...,’’ 


ly.  Scheduled  keynote  speakers 
include  Dobson;  Judge  Robert 
Bork,  former  Supreme  Court  nom¬ 
inee;  Gary  Bauer,  president  of  the 
Family  Research  Council;  and  Bill 
Bright,  founder  and  president  of 
Campus  Crusade  for  Christ.  For 
information -contact  (719)  531- 
3329  or  write  to  Focus  on  the 
Family,  Colorado  Springs,  CO 
80995-0001. 

Ged  is  Greater  than  AIDS,  a 
12- week  spiritually-based  support 
group,  will  be  offered  free  of 
charge  to  those  persons  living  with 
HIV/AIDS.  The  group  will  be 
facilitated  by  Carl  Matthews-Nay- 
lor,  a  nurse  and  certified  Bereave¬ 
ment  Counselor.  The  group  will 


begin  Feb.  23  from  7:30-9  p.m.  To 
sign  up  or  to  request  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (601)  992-%87. 

Lincoln  Association  will  host  a 
workshop  for  Cq)iah  and  Lincoln 
associations’  church  media 
librarians  at  its  associational 
offices,  Feb.  18.  Peggy  Tacon  of 
Mobile,  Ala.,  will  lead  the  work¬ 
shop.  For  more  information,  call 
the  Lincoln  Association  at  (601) 
833-8111. 

Laurel  Hill  Church,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  will  hold  a  harvest  service 
Feb.  5  beginning  at  6  p.m.  “First 
Love  Revival”  will  sing;  C.W. 
“Gary”  Jackson  will  be  the  evan¬ 
gelist.  Wayne  Griffith  is  pastor. 

The  West  Virginia  Conven¬ 
tion  of  Southern  Baptists  is  seek¬ 
ing  an  executive  director  for  its 
state  convention.  Resumes  should 
be  sent  to:  Donald  R.  Yeager,  Fair- 
lawn  Baptist  Church,  Rt.  3,  Box 
389B,  Parkersburg,  VA  26101. 

Jess  C.  Moody,  pastor  of  Shep¬ 
herd  of  the  Hills  Church  in  Porter 
Ranch,  Calif.,  will  be  the  guest 
lecturer  for  the  Evangelism  Lec¬ 
tureship  at  Mississippi  College 
Feb.  13-15.  Moody  will  address 
the  student  body  during  chapel 
programs  on  Feb.  13  and  15  at  10 
a.m.  in  Swor  Auditorium.  He  will 
deliver  a  lecture  Feb.  14  at  7  p.m. 
in  the  Hall  of  Fame  Room  which 
ik  free  and  open  to  the  public.  A 
reception  will  follow  in  the 
Reserve  Lounge. 


Volunteers  needed  soon 


said  James  C.  Dobson,  president 
Disorder  ^  and  founder  of  Focus  on  the  Fami- 


to  teach  English  in  China 


International  Student  Ex¬ 
change,  Inc.  (ISE),  presently 
seeks  host  families  forstudents 
from  different  countries.  Students 
between  ages  15-18  are  carefully 
screened  by  I$E  for  suitability. 
They  bring  their  own  spending 
money  and  are  covered  by  health 
insurance.  These  students  speak 
English  and  are  anxious  to  share 
their  cultures  with  American  fami¬ 
lies.  For  more  information  call  1- 
8(K)-233-4678. 

The  Port  Gibson  Pilgrimage 
and  the  1 800s  Spring  Festival  will 
be  held  at  Oak  Square  Mansion, 
March  25-26.  The  tour  iiKludes  the 
Baptist  church  and  the  Presbyter¬ 
ian  church  with  the  gilded  hand 
pointing  heavenward  on  the 
steeple. 

A  New  Age  Movement  and 
Islam  conference  will  be  held  at 
*  ’nstlewoods  Church,  Brandon, 
Feb.  7  at  7  p.m.  The  conference, 
sponsored  by  the  Rankin  Associa¬ 
tion,  will  be  led  by  Sandy  and 


piMpits.  baptistries. 

Van  Winkle 

Church  totoirifj  doors. 

theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  FrM  1-800-624-9627 

Wm  r*mod«l  A  paint 


MEMPHIS  (BP)  —  In  the  150th 
anniversary  year  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists’  international  ministries,  t& 
call  is  being  sounded  for  uqiiece- 
dented  numbers  of  volunteers  to 
serve  as  English  teachers  in  schools 
and  colleges  across  (Zhina. 

Volunteers  will  teach  an  inten¬ 
sive  immersion  program  in  conver¬ 
sational  English  in  urban  and  rural 
settings  across  mainland  China. 
Contact  with  students,  which 
includes  extracurricular  recreation¬ 
al  activities,  will  average  more  than 
30  hours  per  week. 

In  most  cases,  certificatioo  and 


experience  in  classroom  teaching 
or  group  leadership  is  required. 
Training  in  English  as  a  ^cond 
Language  (ESL)  and  experience  in 
woil^g  with  international  students 
is  desirable.  > 

Prospective  volunteers  are  urged 
to  contact  the  Brotherhood  Com¬ 
mission’s  adults  in  missions  depart¬ 
ment  immediately  at  (901)  572- 
2461  or  1-800-280-1891.  Tim 
Yarbrough,  the  Brotherhood  Com- 
missioa’s  manager  for  the  Teachers 
to  China  project,  has  set  April  3  as 
the  target  date  for  enlisting  all  vol¬ 
unteers. 


ALL  NEW  CKAMPION  CRUSADER 

14  Passenger  Full  Size  Bus 
NO  CDL  REQUIRED 

Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East  ^ 

(601)684-2900  McComb,  MS  1-800-748-8681 


Group  organizes  to  plant 
“free  &  faithful”  churches 


CARTERSVILLE,  Ga.  (ABP) 
—  An  organization  for  starting 
new  churches  on  behalf  of  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 
formed  at  a  meeting  Jan.  19-20  in 
Cartersville,  Ga. 

A  group  of  church  planters 
sympathetic  to  the  Fellowship 
voted  to  establish  the  “Friends  of 
New  Churches,”  an  autonomous 
corporation  designed,  according  to 
a  purpose  statement,  “to  serve  God 
through  the  birthing  and  nurturing 
of  new  free- and- faithful  Baptist 
churches.” 

They  advocate  the  intentional 
establishing  of  new  Fellowship- 
affiliated  churches,  an  emphasis 
they  say  is  lacking  in  the  Fellow¬ 
ship. 

“There’s  a  group  in  the  CBF 
that  says,  ‘We’re  not  a  denomina¬ 
tion.  We  don’t  start  new  church¬ 
es.’  There’s  another  group  that 
says,  ‘We’re  going  to  do  this. 
Somebody’s  got  to  do  it.’  Now 
we’re  here  to  say,  ‘We’ll  help  start 
churches,”’  said  Will  Carter,  the 
pastor  of  First  Fellowship  CIhurch 
of  Knoxville,  Term.,  elected  as  the 
group’s  first  chairperson. 

That  is  not  entirely  accidental. 
Some  'CBF  members  oppose 
church-starting  efforts  because 
they  fear  the  churches  will  become 
too  exjjensive  and  because  they 
reopen  the  question  of  whether  the 
Fellowship  —  as  its  critics  allege 
— ^-has  become  a  new  denomina¬ 
tion. 

Keith  Parks,  the  Fellowship’s 
globfi^missions  coordinator,  said 

Homecomings 


the  Friends  of  New  Churches 
helps  aUay  that  concern  by  taking 
up  the  church-starting  mantle  as  an 
autonomous  “friend”  of  the  Fel-  ‘ 
lowship. 

“I  personally  think  there  are 
some  ecclesiological  issues  that 
become  a  problem  if,  from  the 
(CBF)  office  in  Atlantal  we  try  to 
sponsor  new  churches,”  Parks 
said.  “Many  of  our  people  are  con¬ 
cerned  about  that.  Ba.sically  we 
feel  churche.s  start  churches.”  The 
process  of  planting  churches 
should  be  centered  in  the  local 
church  as  much  as  possible.  Parks 
said. 

As  a“friend”  of  the  Fellowship, 
the  Friends  of  New  Churches 
would  come  to  the  table  alongside 
other  independent  “new  ventures” 
funded  by  the  Fe,llowship  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  CBF’s  own  programs. 
Most  offer  alternatives  to  SBC 
programs. 

Other  “friends”  —  which  re¬ 
ceive  support  from  the  Fellowship 
but  choose  their  own  boards  of 
directors  —  include  Associated 
Baptist  Press,  the  Baptist  Center 
for  Ethics,  the  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee,  Baptists  Today  newspa¬ 
per,  and  two  seminaries:  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  at  Rich¬ 
mond  (Va.)  and  Truett  Theological 
Seminary  at  Baylor  University  in 
Waco,  Texas. 

“I  think  whaf  we  are  talking 
about  is  the  very  hope  of  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship,” 
said  Bob  Hoggard,  pastor  of  Fel¬ 
lowship  Church  in  Woodstock, 
Ga.  “Where  are  these  young  peo¬ 
ple  [in  the  seminary)  going  to  if... 
not  free  and  faithful  churches?” 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  SO  cants  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract 
advertiaing.  Include  name,  addreaa,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  In  word  count. 
No  blind  ada. 


BARHSTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR. 

Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too 
large  or  small.  Statewide  service. 
No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub 
Repair,  118  S.  McCrary  Rd., 
Columbus,  MS  39702;  1-800- 
349-2882. 

CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 

Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)693-4451. 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories, 
pulpit/judicial  robes,  paraments. 


MURPHY  ROBES/Mac’s  Robes. 
Charles  McGlocKlin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Jackson  area  (601)  825- 
1317,  statewide  1 -800-898-MACS. 

HIGHLAND  COLONY  BAPTIST 

Church,  Ridgeland,  seeks  part- 
time  church  secretary,  20  hrs. 
week.  Contact  Carl  Saveli,  (601 ) 
856-4031  or  P.O.  Box  48.  Ridge- 
land,  MS  391 58. 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 

Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication. 
Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE  SALES. 
Cail  (601)  483-3171  or  1-800- 
368-2705. 


EVERY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  THE  WORLD...ONCE  EVERY  5  YE.ARS  AN  OFFERING  FOR  THE  BAPTIST  WORLD  ALLIANCE 


C.C.  Ard  has  retired  as  pastor  called  Jim  Armstrong  as  minister 
of  Philipp  Church,  Tallahatchie  of  music  and  youth,  effective  Feb. 
Association,  effective  Jan.  1.  He  12.  A  native  of  Tupelo,  he  is  a 
is  available  for  pulpit  supply,  graduate  of  the  University  of  Mis- 
revivals,  and  interim  and  can  be  sissippi.  Flis  previous  place  of  ser- 
reached  at  223  River  Road,  Grcna-  vice  was  First  Church,  Nettleton. 
da,  MS  38901;  phone  (601)  226- 
4852 


First  Church,  Jackson,  has 
called  Philip  Thurman  as  assis¬ 
tant  minister  to  pastoral  care.  His 
responsibility  is  to  reach  inactive 
members  in  the 

man  received 

nary.  He  is  the 

son  of  Thomas  ^ 

Thurman,  mis-  Thurman 
sionaries  to 
Bangladesh. 


Chance 
has  been  called 
by  Road 

Church, 

music,  effective 

Jan.  1  hB  jj/u 

S  n  D  r  ■  s  e  Chance 
Church,  Petal,  has  called 
Richard  Mayfield  as  minister  of 
youth,  effective  Jan.  15.  A  native 
of  Fort  Walton  Beach,  Fla.,  he 
received  his  education  at  William 
Carey  College.  His  previous  place 
of  service  was  First  Church,  Fort  Lexie  Church,  Tylertown,  has 
Walton.  called  Rob  Robbins  as  pastor, 

effective  Jan.  IS.  Robbins,  a  grad- 
Robinhood  Church,  Brandon,  uate  of  Mississippi  College, 
has  called  Barry  LyaD  as  minister  recently  entered  the  pastoral  min- 
of  music,  effective  Jan.  22.  A  istry  after  having  served  in  the 
native  of  Clinton,  he  received  his  state  for  18  years  as  a  minister  of 
education  at  Mississippi  College,  music  and  education. 

His  previous  place  of  service  was 

Pineview  Church,  Clinton.  East  Heights  Church,  Tupdo, 

has  called  Eddie  Lamar  Wilhite 
First  Church,  Shannon,  has  as  minister  of  music,  effective 

Feb.  1.  A  native  of  Corinth,  he 
received  a  degree  from  Blue 
Mountain  College  and  is  continu¬ 
ing  his  education  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.B.  Rowe  were 
recently  honored  for'  26  years  of 
service  in  the  music  department  at 
Tomnoien  Church,  Webster  County. 

A  reception  was  held  in  the  fellow¬ 
ship  hall  of  the  church  where  they 
greeted  church  members,  former 
members,  and  friends. 

James  D.  StanHll  of  Oxford  Myrtis  Coleman  of  Coffeeville; 
has  earned  the  diploma  in  biblical  two  sisters,  Alma  Townsend  of 
studies  from  the  Seminary  Exten-  Laurel  aiKl  Esther  Parker  of  Ban- 
sion  Independent  Study  Institute,  ner,  three  brothers,  Eldredge  Cole- 
He  is  director  of  missions  for  man  and  Wayne  Coleman,  both  of 
Lafayette  and  Marshall  associa-  Coffeeville,  and  Riley  Coleman  of 
tions  and  is  a  member  of  North  Sardis. 

Oxford  Church.  The  Independent 

Study  Institute  is  the  correspon-  Ernest  M.  Nelson  was 
dence  arm  of  Seminary  Extension,  ordained  at  Collinsville  Church  in 
operated  by  the  six  Southern  Bap-  Lauderdale  Association.  His  father 
tist  seminaries.  Abe  Nelson  delivered  the  charge; 

David  Sellers  preached  the  ser- 

Russell  Eugene  Coleman,  51,  mon.  Nelson  will  retire  from  the 
retired  ministerT'^lied  Dec.  10  at  United  States  Air  Force  in  Febru- 
tos  home  in  die  Elam  Community,  ary  and  plans  to  attend  seminary. 
Funeral  services  were  held  Dec.  He  is  married  to  the  former  Julie 
12  at  Elam  Church,  Coffeeville.  A.  Moen  and  they  have  a  son, 
Coleman  pastored  McCondy  Matthew. 

Church,  Chickasaw  County,  and 
served  as  interim  at  West  Side 
Church,  Calhoun  County.  He  also 
pastored  Dividing  Ridge  and 
Hopewell  churches  in  Yalobusha 
County.  He  retired  from  Haven 
Hill  Qiurch  after  14  years  of  ser¬ 
vice.  Survivors  irKlude  his  mother. 


-  Davis  Road  Church,  Byram,  recently  ordained  three  men  as  deacons. 
They  are,  from  left:  Chuck  King,  pastor  (now  deceased),  Carl  Bagwell, 
Tony  McNair,  and  Geoff  Johnson. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  pric*,  binding  and  styla  to  meat  avary 
naad.  Quality  workmanship  guarantaad. 
Writs  for  illustratad  prica  loidar. 
-"fnlarnatfona/fy  known  spociolists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


Walnut  Grovt  Church,  Walnut 
Grove,  ordained  Paul  Hogue  and 
Mark  Mayo  to  the  deacon  ministry. 
Pictured,  from  left,  are  John  Pace, 
pastor;  Hogue;  and  Mayo. 


HeneSHcpe. 

Share  Jesus  Now 

- 

Lottie 

PV  ll  Moon  Gifts 


Chunky  (Newton):  Feb.  5-8 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Danny  Lanier,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Wayne  Camfibell,  pastor. 


Handsboro  Church,  Gulf¬ 
port,  received  a  total  amount  of 
$6,059.83.  RAs  and  GAs  complet¬ 
ed  a  program  called  “End  to  End 
for  Jesus."  Their  goal  was  to  col¬ 
lect  12,000  nickels  in  cans  that 
would  stretch  from  one  end  of  tlie 
property  to  the  other  by  laying 
them  end  to  end.  They  collected 
$586  which  was  almost  exactly 
the  number  of  nickels  needed. 
Richard  A.  Bradley  is  pastor. 

Heucks  Retreat  Church, 
Brookhaven,  recently  collected 
the  largest  offering  in  ^  church’s 
history.  A  goal  of  $6,000  was  set. 
An  “All  the  Way  in  One  Day” 
offering  of  $6,609.40  was  taken 
with  a  grand  total  of  $6,759.40. 
Mary  Helen  Reynolds  is  WMU 
director  and  Donnie  South  is  pas¬ 
tor. 


You  can  touch  the  world!  Here  is  a  special  opportunity  to  help 
Baptists  around  the  world  through  the  Baptist  World  Alliance. 

You  are  a  part  of  38  million  Baptist  believers  representing  a 
community  of  100  million  in  more  than  200  countries. 

Your  support  Will  help  the  BWA  to:  Unite  Baptists  worldwide, 
lead  in  world  evangelism,  respond  to  people  in  need  and  defend 
human  rights. 

Send  your  Baptist  World  Offering  to: 

Baptist  World  Alliance 
6733  Curran  Street 
McLean.  VA  22101-6005  USA 


Bethany  Church,  Slate 
Springs,  exceeded  its  goal  of 
$6,500  with  a  total  of  $7,381.54 
received.  Henry  Hight  is  pastor. 


(or  any  other  day  appropriate  for  your  country!) 


Life  and  Work 

Compassion,  not  indifference 


Bible  Book 

God’s  condemnation 


Uniform 

Celebrating  the  covenant 


By  Mkhad  Johnson 
Mark  6 


tiy  Sylvia  Fleming 
Jeremiah  11:1  — 15:9 


By  Greg  Potts 
Matthew  26 


One  of  the  slogans  GecM'ge  Bush  used  in  a  presidential 
campaign  was  to  foster  a  “Imider,  gentler  nation.”  While  the 
political  pundits  have  debated  the  exact  meaning  of  this 
phrase,  it  would  seem  to  me  that  perhaps  Bush  was  calling 
Americans  to  become  more  compassionate  in  their  relation¬ 
ships  with  one  another.  Mark  echoes  a  similair  theme  in  the 
sharing  of  a  remarkable  event  in  the  ministry  of  Jesus. 

In  Mark’s  account,  Jesus  is  famous.  Word  of  his  teaching 
and  miracles  has  spread  throughout  the  area.  Hordes  of  peo¬ 
ple  sought  him  out  —  eager  to  hear  more  of  his  teachings  or 
perhaps  hoping  that  they  might  be  the  recipient  of  a  hejding 
or  blessing. 

Compassion  for  the  weary.  Jesus  and  the  disciples  were 
working  hard  to  meet  the  per^le’s  needs.  They  were  so  busy 
they  di^’t  even  have  time  to  eat.  Recognizing  the  problem, 
Jesus  called  his  followers  away  from  the  crowds  arid  sought 
to  retreat  fo  a  quiet  place  for  rest.  The 'crowds,  however,  fol¬ 
lowed  them  wherever  they  went. 

Compassion  for  the  spiritually  needy.  Instead  of  react¬ 
ing  in  anger,  resentment,  or  annoyance,  Mjuk  tells  us  that 
Jesus  was  moved  to  compassion.  From  Jesus’  perspective, 
the  crowds  reminded  him  of  a  flock  of  sheep  which  had  lost 
its  shepherd.  They  sought  what  only  Jesus  could  ^ve  and  so 
Jesus  gave  himself  through  his  teachings. 

Compassion  for-  the  physically  needy.  It  grew  late.  The 
people  were  tired  and  diriner  time  was  near.  Tlie  disciples 
wanted  to  send  the  people  away  to  fend  for  themselves,  but 
Jesus  indicated  that  they  must  terxl  to  the  people’s  needs. 

Expressing  compassion  through  involvement  At  first 
the  disciples  become  rather  indignant.  How  could  they  be 
expected  to  feed  a  crowd  so  large?  In  fact,  it  would  take  the 
equivalent  of  six  months’  wages  to  urxlerwrite  a  ditmer  for 
the  crowd.  Jesus,  however,  simply  asks  for  the  resources  at 
hand  arxl  is  offered  the  five  barley  loaves  (more  like  rolls) 
and  two  fishes  (more  like  sardines).  It  was  enough,  more 
than  enough. 

Lessons  learned.  There  are  several  important  lessons  for 
daily  living  that  can  be  gleaned  from  this  (familiar  story  (it  is 
the  only  miracle  of  Jesus  that  is  recorded  in.all  four  gospels); 

1.  We  must  maintain  a  proper  balance  between  work  arnl 
rest.  Stress  and  burnout  are  words  too  familiar  to  those  living 
in  the  nirreties.  Just  as  we  cannot  work  endlessly  without  re¬ 
creation,  man  cannot  achieve  progress  in  the  Christian  life 
without  spending  time  with  G<xl.  P.T.  Forsyth  has  perhaps 
said  it  best,  “You  must  live  with  people  to  know  their  prob¬ 
lems,*  and  live  with  God  in  order  to  solve  them.” 

2.  The  church  must  be  on  the  cutting  edge  of  providing 
needed  leadership  to  a  troubled  world.  We  are  living  in  a 
society  that  is  in  desperate  need  of  proper  guidance;  the 
sheep  need  a  shepherd! 

Every  day  people  starxl  at  the  crossroads  of  life  and  are 
perplex^  by  the  choices.  Christ’s  bride,  the  church,  needs  to 
issue  a  clarion  call  which  will  be  heard  and  heeded. 

3.  Personal  involvement  is  nece.ssaty  for  any  change.  “It’s 
not  my  problem.”  “I’ve  done  my  share.”  “It  won’t  do  any 
good.”  These  responses  are  often  heard  when  people  lue  con- 
fionted  with  a  ne^  to  act.  One  thing  is  for  sure:  if  no  one 
acts,  the  need  will  not  be  met.  As  an  individual  1  am  unable 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  whole  worid,  but  perhaps  1  can  meet 
the  need  of  one  person.  Yes,  it  is  risky  to  get  involved;  tJiere 
is  often  a  physical,  emotional,  and  financial  cost.  The 
essence,  however,  of  the  Christian  life  is  a  life  of  service. 

4.  Jesus  is  able  to  make  much  out  of  little.  Christ  is  able  to 
take  my  irradiate  contribution  arxl  multiply  it  so  that  it  will 
be  sufficient.  miracle  cannot  happen  unless  I  am  willing 
to  first  make  the  offering. 

5.  Compassion  is  a  prerequisite  before  any  of  the  above  is 
possible.  We  have  to  care  about  a  growing  relationship  with 
Christ  before  we  find  the  time  to  spetxl  with  him.  Because 
we  care  about  the  church  we  will  work  harder  to  make  the 
church  mote  relevant  to  society.  Because  of  the  example  of 
Christ’s  compassion  and  what  he  has  done  for  us,  we  are 
motivated  to  risk  meeting  the  needs  of  others.  Qm  we  do  any 


In  all  of  God’s  resplendent  glory,  perfect  love,  and 
abundant  mercies,  be  is  an  immutably  holy  God  who  can¬ 
not  tolerate  sin.  Thus,  eariier  in  his  preparations  for  the 
Deuteronomic  Covenant,  God  had  made  promises  of  both 
blessings  and  curses  to  his  chosen  people,  dependent 
upon  tlreir  faithfulness  to  him.  'This  faithftilness  would  be 
demonstrated  in  their  obedience  or  disobedience  to  the 
Covenant. 

In  Deuteronomy  28:1-14,  God  promised  that  he  would 
bless  the  nation  of  Israel  abundanfiy.  Then,  he  (vv.  15- 
68)  stated  that  be  would  curse  them  with  devastating 
judgment;  military  defeat;  drought  —  resulting  in  famine, 
pestilence  —  extremely  contagious  diseases,  only  to 
name  a  few.  “If’  was  the  door  that  God  chose  to  leave 
open  for  his  chosen  unfaithful  to  be  reconciled  to  him.  If 
they  would  obey  him,  he  would  bless  them.  All  of  God’s 
guidance,  compassion,  and  tender  loving  care  toward  the 
Jewish  people  would  have  its  basis  in  their  obedience  to 
God.  Not  only  were  the  blessings  dependent  upon  God, 
but  the  Covenant  Carried  with  it  the  penalty  of  a  curse. 

Therefore,  the  Lord  commanded  Jeremiah  to  announce 
the  curse  upon  the  people  of  Judah  for  not  obeying  the 
Deuteronomic  Covenant  that  had  been  made  with  these 
people  almost  1,000  years  earlier.  The  thought  given  in 
verse  3  —  “...  Cursed  be  the  man...”  —  closely  follows 
the  thinking  behuKl  Deuteronomy  27:26:  “Cursed  be  he 
who  confirmeth  not  all  the  words  of  this  law  to  do 
them....” 

God’s  words  he  had  set  forth  in  the  Deuteronomic _ 

Covenant  had  not  changed,  but  sad  to  say,  neither  hid  ' 
Jeremiah’s  people  changed.  They  were  continuing  in 
their  disobedience  just  as  their  forefathers  had  done. 

They  were  not  simply  disobedient,  but  willfully  disobedi¬ 
ent.  God  had  told  those  same  people  during  Isrdah’s  day: 
“But  your  iniquities  have  separated...  you  and  your  God, 
and  your  sins  have  hidden  his  face  from  you  that  be  will 
not  hear”  Qs.  59:2). 

Following  this  same  line  of  rejection,  God  told  Jeremi¬ 
ah  (14:1 1)  not  to  even  pray  for  ttese  people.  God  was 
looking  at  people’s  behaviors  which  were  indicative  of 
their  hearts.  He  was  not  listening  to  words  Jeremiah  was 
saying  for  them  in  his  grief  and  desire  for  them  to  repent. 
God  wanted  to  see  behavioral  changes.  Ritualistic,  super¬ 
ficial  worship  and  words  not  backed  up  by  actions  are 
never  satisfactoryTo  God. 

God  was  so  angry  over  Manasseh’s  sin  of  having 
restored  local  idol  worship  and  his  ultimately  having 
offered  his  own  son  as  a  sacrifice  that  even  if  Moses  and 
Samuel  had  been  standing  before  him  interceding  for 
those  people,  God  would  still  have  cast  them  out.  Previ-' 
ously,  when  Moses  and  Samuel  made  intercessory 
prayers  for  the  Hebrews,  they  first  convinced  the  people 
to  repent,  and  then  they  interceded  for  them  with  God 
(Ex.  32:30-32;  1  Sam.  7:3-10).  So  they  were  still  follow¬ 
ing  after  other  gods  and  offering  up  their  children,  even 
though  a  ettrse  would  be  placed  upon  them. 

America  or  any  other  nation  which  follows  after  other 
gods  and  sacrifices  their  children  for  Satan  will  suffer 
today  as  in  the  past.  God  is  just  as  real  today  as  in  Jere¬ 
miah’s  day.  Jeremiah  was  praying  words  that  the  people 
themselves  should  have  been  praying.  God  always  wants 
true  repentance  ftx)m  the  sinners  themselves.  Never  can 
parents,  pastors,  brothers,  tror  sisters  repent  for  their 
loved  ones.  The  Jews  bad  wandered  far  from  God,  and 
God  in  turn  would  allow  them  to  wander  for  centuries 
through  his  world-wide  dispersion. 

Once  again,  one  can  be  reminded  of  God’s  promise  to 
Solomon:  “If  my  people...  shall  humble  themselves...  turn 
from  their  wicked  ways,  theh...  I...  will  forgive  their  sin” 
(2  Chron.  7:14). 

Fleming  is  an  English  teacher  and  member  of  Har¬ 
mony  Cbarch,  Louisville.  ,  . 


The  Lord’s  supper  is  to  Christians  what  the  passover  is 
to  Jews  —  a  time  to  remember  how  God  has  blessed  our 
lives.  In  the  passover,  the  Jews  remember  how  God  spared 
their  lives  and  led  them  out  of  Egypt.  In  the  Lord’s  surmr, 
(Christians  remember  bow  Jesus  gave  his  life  and  shed  ^ 
blood  for  our  salvation.  The  Lord’s  su[^r  is  a  time  to 
remember.  'This  lesson  deals  with  the  Lord’s  supper. 

Preparation  of  the  supper  (w.  17-19).  It  was  Thurs¬ 
day  morning  of  the  final  week  of  our  Lord’s  life.  Jesus 
instructed  his  disciples  to  go  into  a  neighboring  city  and 
find  a  certain  man  and  inform  him  that  Jesus  said  it  was 
time  to  observe  the  Passover  in  his  home.  Jesus  had  evi¬ 
dently  made  prior  arrangements  with  someone  to  use  their 
home  for  the  observance  of  the  Passover. 

In  the  parallel  accounts  of  this  story,  Mark  and  Luke 
indicate  that  Jesus  told  his  disciples  to  search  for  a  man 
carrying  a  pitcher  of  water.  They  were  to  follow  him  to  his 
house.  A  man  carrying  a  pitcher  of  water  would  stand  out 
because  this  was  a  woman’s  task.  The  home  was  probably 
Mary’s,  who  was  the  mother  of  John  Mark  (Hobbs,  Expo¬ 
sition  of  the  Gospel  of  Matthew,  Baker,  p.364). 

In  preparing  for  the  Lord’s  supper,  we  should  consider 
how  frequently  it  should  be  observed.  The  Bible  does  not 
provide  specific  instructions  on  the  fiequency  of  the  obser- 
vaiKe.  This  is  an  issue  for  each  churc^o  resolve.  Most 
Baptist  churches  observe  the  Lord’s  supper  quarterly. 

The  perception  of  the  Savior  (w.  20-25).  As  Jesus  and 
his  disciples  reclined  at  the  table,  Jesus  informed  them  that 
one  of  them  would  betray  him.  The  disciples  were  shocked 
and  grieved.  They  began  asking,  “Surely,  not  I,  Lord?” 
Jesus  told  them  the  one  who  dipped  his  haiKl  with  Jesus  in 
the  bowl  was  the  one  who  would  betray  the  Lord. 

Tire  amazing  thing  about  this  text  is  that  Jesus  was  able 
to  .see  into  the  heart  of  man.  No  one  had  informed  him  that 
Ire  would  be  betrayed.  He  knew  it  was  part  of  God’s  plan. 
Judas  probably  thought  he  was  pretty  clever  —  hiding  his 
intentions  from  the  Lord.  But  the  Lord  was  aware  of  his 
plans  all  along. 

The  Lord  Imows  our  hearts  as  well.  Jesus  once  informed 
a  group  of  people,  “the  very  hairs  of  your  head  are  all  num- 
bered’^(Matt.  10:30).  If  the  Lord  knows  how  much  (or  lit¬ 
tle)  hair  we  have,  he  certainly  kixrws  what  is  in  our  hearts! 

The  apostle  Paul  said,  “But  let  a  man  examine  himself, 
and  .so  let  him  eat  of  the  bread  and  drink  of  the  cup”  (1 
Cor.  1 1 :28).  Examine  yourself  before  observing  the  Lord’s 
supper. 

Participation  in  the  supper  (vv.  26-29).  In  these  vers¬ 
es,  the  Lord  gave  his  disciples  a  new  ordinance  to  observe. 
The  Lord  would  leave  orders  for  his  church  to  observe  two 
ordinances  until  his  return.  Those  are  baptism  and  the 
Lord’s  supper.  Some  Christians  believe  Jesus  also  intended 
for  us  to  observe  the  ordinance  of  foot-washing.  This  is 
ba.sed  on  the  account  of  John  13.  However,  Jesus  was  sim¬ 
ply  modeling  humility  when  he  washed  the  feet  of  his  dis¬ 
ciples,  not  giving  us  a  new  ordinartce. 

Who  is  to  partake  of  the  Lord’s  supper?  There  are  some 
churches  that  practice  what  is  known  as  “closed  commu¬ 
nion.”  Among  those  who  do,  there  are  a  couple  of  interpre¬ 
tations  of  this  practice.  Some  believe  that  oidy  members  of 
that  particular  congregation  should  observe  the  Lord’s  sup¬ 
per.  Others  expand  this  to  allow  other  Baptists  to  observe 
the  Lord’s  supper  whether  they  are  worshiping  in  their 
home  congregation  or  not. 

Most  Baptists  practice  what  is  known  as  “open  commu¬ 
nion.”  This  teaches  that  all  (Christians  are  welcome  to 
observe  the  Lord’s  supper,  regardless  of  their  denomina- 
lional  preference. 

The  Lord’s  supper  is  a  time  to  remember.  The  bread 
reminds  us  of  the  body  of  Jesus  that  was  broken  for  our 
sins,  while  the  juice  reminds  us  of  the  blood  of  (Christ  shed 
for  our  salvation. 
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A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts 
of  Honor  and  Memory.  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  'Riis  feature 
is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste^and  respect,  those  who 
are  a^  have  been  special  to  our  ^)ecial  friends. 
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Hundreds  of  workers  sought 
to  help  in  European  crusades 


1995:  A  YEAR  OF  PRAYER  FOR  THE  MUSLIM  WORLD: 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (Bpy —  Musliins;  Th^’ie  at  least  1  billion  strong  — 
one  in  every  five  pe<^e  on  earth.  Despite  deep  and  sometimes  violent 
disputes  among  themselves,  Muslims  are  growing  in  stiengdi  and  num¬ 
bers  in  many  areas  —  including  the  United  States.  They  believe  in  one 
God  —  the  God  of  Abraham  aid  Moses.  The  Koran,  Islam’s  holy  bo<^ 
recognizes  and  honors  Jesus  as  a  prophet,  sinless  a^  bom  of  a  virgin. 

But  Muslims  do jiot  believe  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God.  And  many  live  in  1997. 
places  or  cultures  where  they  seldom,  if  ever,  get  the  chance  to  hear  and  A  campaign  planned  fw  Franct 
respond  to  the  Christian  gospel.  Those  who  do  often  risk  their  lives,  in  1997  could  involve  between  4(X 
Only  one  thing  will  ever  change  these  realities,  Christian  mission  strate-  and  500  volunteers  and  be  th« 
gists  beheve  —  prayer.  That’s  why  a  Forei^  Mission  Board-Home  largest  of  its’  kind  evei^eld  ii 
Mission  Board  task  force  urges  Southern  Baptists  to  set  aside  1995  as  western  Europe,  said  W.H.  “Dub’ 
the  “Year  of  ^yer  for  Muslim  Peoples.”  To  wder  resources,  call  the  Jackson  Jr.,  the  Foreign  Missioi 
Foreign  Missiem  Board  at  1-800-866-FMBl  or  write  FMB  Qistomer  Board’s  crusade  coordinator  foi 
Services,  P.O.  Box  6767,  Richmond,  VA  23230.  Europe.  He  is  planning  campaign: 

in  Denmaik,  Spain,  Norway,  Swe 

LITTLE  ROCK  BSU  DIRECTOR  ASKED  TO  RESIGN:  LITTLE  den,  France,  and  Germany, 

ROCK.  Ark.  (ABP)  —  A  veteran  Baptist  campus  minister  in.  Little  Rock,  Though  Americans  usually  set 

Ark.,  has  stepped  down  because  of  questions  about  his  beliefs.  Dan  these  western  European  countrie: 
McCauley,  50,  Baptist  Student  Union  director  at  the  University  of  as  cultured  and  prog>erous  vaca^ 
Arkansas  in  Little  Rock  since  1977,  was  asked  by  supervisors  to  resign  tion  destinations,  missiologist: 
nr  face  firing  following  recent  complaints  about  his  theology  by  two  stu-  have  considered  the  area  (me  of  the 
dents  and  their  pastor,  according  to  sources.  Don  Moore,  executive  most  resistant  and  spiritually  need} 
director  of  the  Arkansas  State  Convention,  told  members  of  the  state’s  in  the  world.  Some  Afiican  coun 
executive  board  that  McCauley' s  views  on  biblical  authority,  extra-bibli-  tries  have  higher  percentages  ol 
cal  revelation,  and  security  of  the  believer  “differ  significantly  from  our  bom-again  believers  than  man) 
commonly  held  faith"  as  Southern  B^tisfs.  The  Arkansas  Baptist  news-  countries  in  western  Europe. 
magazine  reported  in  its  Dec.  29  issue.  McCauley  believes  the  Holy  In  France,  for  example,  Mus- 
Spirit,  not  the  Bible,  is  the  final  authority  forthe  Christian,  Moore  said,  lims  outnumber  evangehcal  Chris- 
“Whatever...  the  Hofy  Spirit  reveals  to  him,  that  is  his  authority."  Moore  tians  and  active  Roman  CathoUc: 
said.  Such  “subjective  criteria...  leaves  us  with  no  absolute  truth”  and  combined.  The  1997  campaign  ir 
“subverts  the  faith  of  young  believers."  Moore  charged.  France  will  involve  some  5( 

French  Baptist  congregations 

‘  BAPTIST  CHURCH  SECRETARIES  EARN  AVERAGE 
SALARIES:  LEE’S  SUMMIT,  Mo.  (ABP)  —  Baptists  generally  pay 
church  secretaries  in  keeping  with  the  national  average  for  all  church  XiriO 

secretaries,  according  to  an  annual  survey  of  church  secretaries  conduct¬ 
ed  by  Profile,  a  bimonthly  newsletter  for  church  secretaries.  Results  •  • 

were  published  in  the  newsletter’s  Sgpp^jntYy-ryrtnhpr  19^  issue.  Bap-  TYl  11  Ql  Ol  H  T*l  ^ 
list  churches  of  all  types  pay  full-time  secretaries  an  average  of  $8.92  per  U  CX  X  X  O 

hour  and  part-time  secretaries  an  average  of  $7.76  per  hour,  according  to  LOUISVILLE  Ky'  (BP) _ A 

Gayle  HiIU^ss,  i»ewstetter  ^tor.  That  compare.s  «>  a  rational  average  beat-up  old  guitar  with  fragih 
in  all  churctes  of  $8.99  for  full-time  secretaries  arri  $7.76  for  ^-hme  strings  changed  Scott  Weslej 
■secretanes.  Full-tune  secretanes  m  churches  with  fewer  than  3(X)  mem-  Brown’s  life 
here  earn  an  average  of  $8.45  per  hour,  while  secre^w  in  churches  Brown  already  was  a  successfii 
with  more  than  1,000  memlrere  earn  an  average  of  $9.74  per  hour,  contemporary  Christian  musica 
Among  other  72%  (>f  fiiU-hme  chuich  secretanes  are  membm  ^ith  a  string  of  No.  1  hit: 

where  t^y  work^  98%  of  full-time  secretes  are  given  paid  vacation  ^hen  he  journeyed  behind  the  Iroi 
leave,  47%  receive  medical  insurance;  91%  of  church  secretanes  work  r„rt«n  in  tOR^  m 
with  computers 


to  minister 


interview.  “We  Christiaiis  disciple 
others  in  the  area  of  our  gifting  — 
some  in^  agriculture  and  some  in 
dentistry.  As  for  me.  I’m  a  musi¬ 
cian.  I  (ikciple  the  musicians.” 

Ife  has  traveled  to  37  countries 
and  taken  more  than  100  profes¬ 
sional  musicians  with  him.  They 
have  conducted  seminars  for  as 
many  as  3,000  Afiicans  and  as  few 
as  a  dozen  Germans. 

“We  train  the  nationals  to  reach 
their  nations  for  Christ,”  he  contin¬ 
ued  “That’s  the  trend  in  missions 
today.  We  con  be  with  them  and 
their  people  for  only  a  little  while. 
But  if  we  train  them  well,  they  will 
provide  a  lifetime  of  ministiy.” 


60%  do  desktop  publishing,  81%  produce  a  newslet- 


NEW  CHAPLAIN  HOPES  TO  BE  PASTOR  TO  SENATORS: 
WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Lloyd  John  Ogilvie,  newfy  elected  chaplain  of 
the  U.S.  Senate,  says  he  feels  “deeply  called"  to  leave  his  longtime  pas¬ 
torate  in  Hollywood,  Calif.,  and  his  television/ radio  ministry  to  be  a  pas¬ 
tor  to  100  senators,  their  families,  and  their  suff  members.  The  Senate 
elected  Ogilvie,  pastor  of  Hollywood  s  First  Presbyterian  Church  sincf 
1972,  as  chaplain  by  unanimous  consent  Jan.  24.  He  replaces  another 
Presbyterian,  Richard  Halverson,  79,  who  is  retiring  because  of  l^alth 
reasons.  He  will  seek  to  emulate  the  ministry  of  Halverson,  who  has 
been  a  “pastoral  chaplain”  to  the  senators,  as  well  as  their  sk0  and 
families,  Ogilvie  said  in  a  Jan.  25  news  corference. 


Bibliocivh 

ByChaHmMKrx 

c0pyri^l99S 


IPMU  MWO  LIDO  ESS  MWAPRB  EDO  LIDO:  TIM 

IPMU  MWOZ  MWEM  EDO  XOCASOX  EPX  IPTO- 

SAOJAPR  AB  PUMWAPR  LIDO;  TIM  OJOP  MWOAD 

ZAPX  EPX  NUPBNAOPNO  AB  XOCASOX. 

MAMIB  UPO:  CACMOOP 
This  tveek's  clur.  B  Equals  S. 

Have  fim  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzde.  Solxte  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  wedc's  puzzle:  Acts  One:  Seven. 
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